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Meaning  and  Use in  Wit tgens te in’s  Trac tatus  

G i l e a d  B a r - E l l i  

A m o n g t he  t a sk s  o f  a  ph i l o s op h i c a l  t he o ry  o f  me an in g  f o r  a  

l a n g ua ge  i s  t he  e l uc i da t i on  o f  the  ve ry  co nc ep t  o f  m ea n i n g ,  a nd  r e l a t ed  

c o nc ep t s  up o n  wh ic h  t h a t  the or y  o f  mea n in g i s  f ou nde d .
1
 Tw o o f  t he  m os t  

i mp o r t an t  ap p roa ch es  t o  the se  p ro b l em s  ha v e  be en  a s s oc ia t e d  wi t h  Fre ge  

a n d  Wi t t ge ns t e i n .  F r e ge ’ s  f u nda me nt a l  i d ea  i s  th a t  a  th eo ry  o f  m ea n i n g 

a n d  th e  c onc e p t  o f  m ea n i n g i t s e l f  a re  b a se d  o n  t he  no t i o n  o f  t r u t h :  A 

p r i m a ry  ro l e  i s  a s s ign ed  t o  j u d gm e n ts  an d  sen t e nce s ;  t he  m e a n i n g  o f  a n  

i nd i ca t i ve  s e n t e nce  i s  c ap t u re d  b y  i t s  t r u t h -c o nd i t i o n s ,  a nd  t he  m ea n i n g o f  

s ub - sen t e n t i a l  e x p re s s i on s  a re  ca p t u re d  b y t he i r  s ys t e m a t i c  r o l e  i n  

de te rm in in g  t he se  t r u t h -c o nd i t i o n s .  W i t t ge n s te i n ’s  f un d am e n ta l  i de a  –  t h e  

p r e do m i na n t  a l t e rna t i ve  t o  F re ge ’ s  –  i s  t h a t  t he  me an i n g  o f  an  e x pre s s i on  

i s  t o  be  c a p tu re d  i n  t e r ms  o f  i t s  l i n g u i s t i c  use .   

W i t t ge ns t e i n ’ s  w r i t i n g s  a re  t ra d i t i o na l l y  d i v i de d  rou g h l y  i n t o  t wo  

pe r i od s :  i n  t he  e a r l i e r  p e r i o d ,  wh ose  ce n t ra l  ex p re s s io n  i s  h i s  T ra c t a t u s  

Lo g i co - Ph i l os op h i cu s  (h enc e  T ra c t a t us ) ,  he  s t i l l  u phe l d ,  acc o rd in g to  t h i s  

t r ad i t i o n ,  t he  ma i n  t e n e t s  o f  th e  F re ge an  a p p roac h .  I n  t he  l a t e r  p e r io d ,  

w h ose  ce n t ra l  ex p re s s i on  i s  h i s  P hi l oso p h i ca l  Inv e s t i ga t io ns  ( he n ce  

In ve s t i ga t io ns ) ,  he  r e j ec te d  th e  F re ge an  p os i t i o n  an d  r ep la ce d  i t  w i t h  h i s  

o w n,  in  wh ic h  th e  c o nc ep t  o f  u se  bec ame  p re d om i n an t .   

I n  t he  d i sc us s io n  be l ow I  su gg es t  t ha t  t h i s  t r a d i t i o na l  v i e w i s  

m is l ea d i n g –  t he  c onc e p t  o f  use  i s  a t  th e  he a r t  o f  W i t t gen s te in ’ s  the o ry  o f  

m ea n i n g a l re a d y in  t he  T ra c t a t us .  I t  i s  e s se n t i a l  i n  exp la in in g  t he  

c o nc ep t s  o f  m ea n i ng  an d  in  d e t e rm i n i n g  t h e  me a n i n gs  o f  t he  e x p re s s io ns  

o f  l an gua ge .  The  ac t ua l  use  o f  a  s i gn  i s  wh a t  m a kes  i t  i n t o  a  s ym b ol  a n d  

de te rm in e s  i t s  “m od e  o f  s i gn i f i c a t i on” .  The  use  o f  a  p rop o s i t i o n  

de te rm in e s  i t s  l o gic a l  s t r uc tu r e  a nd  “p ic to r ia l  f o rm ” ,  whi c h  i s  c om m o n t o  

i t  an d  th e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i t  p r e se n t s .  The  u se  an d  ap p l i ca t i on  o f  a  

p ro p os i t i on  s ho ws i t s  s en se ;  the y d o  i t  b y  d e t e r mi n i n g th e  p ro j e c t i o n  

ru l e s ,  b y  d i n t  o f  wh i ch  a  p rop os i t i on  ha s  i t s  s e nse  a nd  i s  a  p ic t u re ,   

 A  ce n t ra l  c l a im  in  t he  f o l l o wi n g i s  t ha t  t h ese  no t io n s ,  i n  t e rm s  o f  

w h i ch  t he  n o t i on  o f  me an i n g  i s  ex p l i c a t e d ,  a re  i n t ra - l i n gu i s t i c ,  a nd  d o  no t  

a p pe a l  to  e x t e rn a l ,  o n t o l o g ic a l  co nc ep t s .  T he y a r e  ra t h e r  g o ve rne d  an d  
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e x p re s se d  b y “ l o gi co - s yn t a c t i c  r u l e s” .  I n  th i s  re s p ec t  t he  o n t o l o g y o f  th e  

T rac t a t u s ,  a nd  i n  pa r t i c u l a r  i t s  d oc t r in e  o f  o b j e c t s  (a s  t he  su bs ta nc e  o f  t he  

w o r l d  a nd  a s  w ha t  s i m p le  n am es  m ea n) ,  s ho u l d  be  s ee n  as  a  t ra nsc e nd en ta l  

f r am ew o rk  fo r  t he  p os s i b i l i t y  o f  l an g ua ge .  I t  i s  no t  o pe ra t i ve  i n  t h e  t heo ry  

o f  m ea n i n g o f  t he  b o o k .  Th i s  t re n d  in  W i t t ge n s te in ’s  t ho u gh t  i s  

i n te n s i f i e d  i n  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s  o f  t he  th i r t i e s ,  p a r t i cu la r l y  in  P hi l os o p h i ca l  

G r am m ar ,  bu t  i t s  s e ed s  a re  c l ea r l y  roo t ed  i n  t he  T ra c t a t u s .  The  g re a t  

d i f f e re nc e s  be t we en  t he  T ra c ta tu s  a nd  Ph i lo so ph i c a l  I n ve s t i ga t i o n  

n o t wi th s t a n d i n g ,  the  ce n t ra l  r o l e  o f  the  no t io n  o f  use  i n  t he  t he o ry  o f  

m ea n i n g o f  t he  T ra c t a t us ,  un de r l i n ed  h e re ,  i s  one  o f  th e  l ine s  o f  

c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t he  ph i l o so p h y  o f  W i t t ge n s te i n .  

 I n  l i g h t  o f  t he  in t ra - l i n gu i s t i c  na t u re  o f  th e  p r i nc ip le s  gove rn i n g  t he  

n o t i o n  o f  m ea n i n g i n  the  T rac ta t us  i t  a l so  s e e m s  to  b e  a  m is t a k e  t o  re ga r d  

i t s  co nc e p t i o n  o f  m ea n i n g a s  re p re se n ta t i on a l ,  o r  a s  F re gea n .  I t  i s ,  o ne  

c o u l d  s a y ,  “m i n i m a l l y  re p re sen ta t i ona l ” ,  in  t he  s e n se  o f  ha v in g “ t he  

w o r l d”  and  i t s  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  a s  in te n t i o na l  o b j ec t s ,  bu t  a s  ob j e c t s  wh ic h  

a re  o t he rwi se  in ac ce s s i b le  f o r  u s .  Th e  i n t r a - l i nu i s t i c  p r i nc i p le s  co nce rne d  

a re  ro o t e d  i n  use  a n d  re f l ec t  o r  e x p res s  wa y s  i n  w hi c h  l an gua ge  i s  use d .   

 T h i s  re a d in g see ms  t o  be  o p p ose d  to  a  wi de s p re ad  c on ce p t io n  

a cc o rd in g  t o  w hi ch  a t  t he  h ea r t  o f  the  p i c t u re  th e o r y  o f  th e  T rac t a t us  l i e s  

t he  “ p i c t o r i a l  r e la t i o ns h i p  (a b i l d en de  Be z ie hu n g ) ,  wh ic h  co nne c t s  nam e s  

( t he  e l em en ts  o f  t he  p ic t u r e )  t o  ob j e c t s  i n  t he  w or ld .  Acc o rd i n g to  m a n y 

i n te rp r e t e r s  t h i s  con nec t i on  ( co r re la t i o n )  i s  a  s e pa ra t e  a c t ,  so me t i m e s  

c o nc e i ve d  a s  m en t a l  ac t ,  wh i c h  i s  in dep e nd e n t  o f  t he  s t r uc t u re  o f  the  

p ro p os i t i on  (p ic t o r i a l  s t r uc t u re )  an d  the  l o g ic o -g ra mm a t ic a l  r u l e s  

de te rm in in g  i t ,  a nd  w hi ch  t o ge t he r  wi t h  t he m  d e t e rmi ne s  t he  m e an i n g o f  

t he  s e n t e nc e .  O n  t h i s  c onc ep t i o n  a  p ic t u r e  ( i nc lu d i n g a  p ro p os i t i o n )  i s  a  

s t r uc t u r e  o f  s i gn s  s t a nd i n g  i n  ce r t a i n  re l a t io n s  t o  e ac h  o t he r ,  a nd  we  

a s s i gn  m ea n i n g (o r  s en se )  t o  t h i s  p ic t u re  b y  c or re la t i n g  i t s  e l e me nt s  wi t h  

o b j e c t s .  By  t h i s  t he  p i c t u re  ga i n s  i t s  s en se  an d  de p ic t s  a  s t a te  o f  a f fa i r s .  

 T h i s  p r e va l e n t  v i ew see m s t o  me  mi s ta ke n ,  a nd  i t  d oe s  no t  s ee m  t o  

c o he re  wi t h  m a n y th in g s  s a i d  i n  t he  bo o k .  I f  i t  were  t rue  i t  w ou ld  p ro du ce  

g r ea t  t e ns i on  i n  th e  o ve ra l l  th eo r y  o f  the  b o o k ,  whic h  w ou l d  r i s k  i t s  i nn e r  

c o he re nce .  Fo r ,  a mo n g o t he r  th in g s ,  th i s  c o nc ep t i on  o f  t he  co r re l a t i o n  
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se em s  i n t e l l i g i b l e  o n l y  i f  ob j ec t s  a re  i nd e pe n de n t l y  g i v en  a n d  a cc es s i b l e  

t o  us .  Bu t  t h i s  s e em s  t o  be  op po sed  t o  a  c en t ra l  m o t i ve  in  t he  bo ok .  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  re pe a t e d l y  s a i d  t ha t  o b j ec t s  a r e  no t  g i ve n  t o  us  i n  t ha t  wa y.
2
 

I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  Ru sse l l  Wi t t ge ns t e i n  s a ys  a s  a  m a t te r  o f  c ou r se  th a t  he  

c an n o t  g i ve  an  e xa m p le  o f  an  o b j e c t .  H e  a l so  w r i t e s :  “ Man  p o s ses se s  t he  

a b i l i t y  t o  co ns t r uc t  l a n gu a ge s  ca pa b l e  o f  e x p res s i n g e ve ry  se n se  wi t h o u t  

ha v i n g a n y i d ea  h ow ea ch  wo rd  ha s  m e an i n g o r  wh a t  i t s  m e a n i n g  i s ”  

( 4 .0 0 2 ) .  I t  i s  d i f f i cu l t ,  t he r e fo re ,  t o  ac ce p t  a  re a d in g  a c c or d in g t o  w hi c h  

t he  c o r r e l a t io n  in  q ue s t i o n  i s  a  s e pa ra t e  a c t i o n  o r  re l a t io n  re q u i r in g  

i nde pen de n t  k n o wle d g e  o f  t he  r e l a t a .  

 A c co rd in g t o  t he  r ea d i n g p ro pose d  he r e  t h i s  c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  i n de e d  

n o t  s uc h  a  s ep a ra t e  a c t io n ,  i nde pe nde n t  o f  th e  l o gi c o - s yn t ac t i c  r u le s  

go ve r n i n g th e  na me s ,  b u t  a  f ea tu re  o f  the m .  And  t he se  ru l e s ,  on  t he i r  t u rn  

e x p re s s  t he  ac tu a l  u se  o f  t he  se n t e n ce s  i n  s t a t i n g  t ru e  o r  f a l s e  

p ro p os i t i on s .  Fo r  t h i s  re aso n  i t  i s  use  t ha t  s t a nd s  a t  t he  b as i s  o f  th ese  

ru l e s  a nd  o f  t he  t heo r y  o f  me a n in g  o f  th e  b o o k .   

 

The Concept  of  Use in  the  Tract atus  

In  3 .3 2 6  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  s a ys :  

 

Um  da s  Sym b o l  am  Ze i c he n  z u  e rk en n en ,  m u ss  m a n  auf  d en  

s i n n v o l le n  Geb ra u ch  a ch te n .  

 

I n  o rd e r  t o  re co g n iz e  a  symb ol  b y  i t s  s i gn  we  m u s t  o b se rve  h o w i t  i s  

u sed  wi t h  a  s ense .  

 

Re co gn i z i n g  t he  s y m bo l  in  t he  s i gn  i s  a t  the  he a r t  o f  t he  p h i l o so ph y o f  

m ea n i n g in  t he  T ra c ta t u s :  th i s  i s  w ha t  c on s t i t u t e s  un de r s ta n d i n g.  An d  t he  

a b o ve  p rop os i t i o n  t e a che s  u s  o f  th e  u t m o s t  im p o r ta nc e  o f  u se  he re .  The  

a b o ve  t r an s l a t i on ,  b y  Pea r s  an d  Mc Gui ne s s ,  l ea ve s  u nc l e a r  t he  c on se q ue n t  

o f  t he  s e n t en ce :  How i s  a n y t h i n g “ u sed  wi t h  a  s ense ”?  I s  a  s e nse  

s om et h i n g a t t ac he d  to  t he  u se?  I f  so ,  h o w?  And  wh a t  d oe s  “ wi t h  a  s e nse ”  

r e la t e  t o  -  the  s i gn  o r  t h e  use?  Th is  va gu e ne ss  i n  t h e  t ra n s la t i on  se em s  to  

m e  a ss o c i a t e d  wi t h  a  wi d es p rea d  mi sc onc e p t i on  o n  a  m a t t e r  c ruc i a l  to  t he  

u n d e r s ta n d i n g o f  t he  T ra c t a t us  –  t he  r e l a t io ns h i p  be twe e n  m ea n i n g a nd  
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u se  -  to  whi c h  we  sha l l  t u rn  sh or t l y .  Bu t  l e t  i t  be  me n t i o ne d  t ha t  t he  

Pe a rs -Mc Gu i ne s s  t ra n s la t i o n ,  “ ho w i t  i s  u se d  w i t h  a  s e n se” ,  i s  

u n n ec es sa r i l y  c um be rs om e ,  an d  in d ee d  mi s le a d i n g :  W i t t ge n s te i n  t a lk s  

s i m pl y  o f  “ s i n n vo l en  Ge b ra uc h”  –  m ean i n gf u l  u se .  

 T he  ge ne ra l  p ro b l em  wi t h  wh ic h  we  a re  f ac ed  p e r ta in s  t o  t h e  

r e la t i on  b e t wee n  use  a nd  se nse ,  o r  m ea n i n g,  i n  t he  T ra c ta tu s :  Ca n  t h e re  be  

a  u se  w i t ho u t  a  s e nse?  Ca n  th e re  be  a  u se  o f  a  s ense l e s s  s i gn?  Ca n  th e r e  

be  a  m ea n i n gfu l  ex p re s s i on ,  w hi ch  h as  n o  u se?  The  a ns we r  to  a l l  th e se  

q u es t io n s  i s  –  no !  T he  r ea s on  fo r  t h i s  a ns we r  em er ge s  f ro m  a  fu nd am e n ta l  

p o s i t i on  o f  th e  T rac ta t us  o n  ou r  ge ne ra l  p ro b l em :  i t  i s  t ha t  use  

c o ns t i t u te s  s e nse  and  me a ni ng .  I t  i s  th e i r  he a r t  an d  so u l .  T hrou gh  t he  

u se  o f  a  s i gn ,  the  s i g n  o b t a i ns  me an in g  an d  b ec om e s  a  s ym bo l .  He nc e ,  a  

s i g n  in  a  pa r t i c u la r  use  i s  ip so  f ac t o  m e an i n gf u l  –  i t  i s  a  sym b ol .  I  sha l l  

e x pa n d  l a t e r  o n  the  re a so n s  fo r  th i s  pos i t i on  a n d  i t s  s i g n i f i c an ce ,  a s  we l l  

a s  o n  so me  te x t ua l  s up po r t  f o r  i t .   

 U se  i s  n o t  a  “Ra w”  Be ha v i o r i s t i c  N ot i o n  

A c co rd in g l y ,  p ro po s i t i on  3 .3 26  c an n o t  be  t a ke n  t o  su gge s t  t h e  

p o ss i b i l i t y  o f  a  use  o f  a  m ea n i n g l e s s  s i g n .  Su ch  a  use  we re  po ss i b l e  o n l y  

i f  u se ,  w hi ch  i s  a  c r i t e r i a l  e xp res s i o n  o f  c o nc ep t s ,  c ou ld  be  de sc r i be d  an d  

c o mp re he n de d  i n  t e rm s  wh ic h  do  n o t  p r e s up po se  t he  m e an i n g  i nhe re n t  i n  

i t ,  o r  t he  c onc e p t s  an d  me an i n g s  o f  wh ic h  i t  i s  a  c r i t e r i a l  ex pre s s io n .  I  

ha ve  e l s ew he re
3
 l a be l e d  th i s  con ce p t io n  o f  use  “ ra w  use ” .  Suc h  a  

c o nc ep t i o n  i s  t yp i ca l  o f  re d uc t i v i s t  th eo r ie s  o f  me a n in g,  w h ic h  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  o p p ose d  a l s o  in  h i s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s ,  e sp ec ia l ly  i n  

I n v es t i ga t io ns .  On  s uc h  a  r a w be ha v io r i s t i c  co nc e p t i on  one  co u l d  t r y ,  f o r  

i ns ta nc e  t o  ex p l i c a t e  t he  n o t i on  o f  e sca p i n g o r  r u nn i n g a w a y  i n  t e rm s  o f  

r u n n i n g,  d i r ec t i o n ,  s pe ed  e t c .  On  the  r i c h  c onc ep t i o n ,  in  c o n t ra s t ,  th e  

be ha v i o r  in  t e rms  o f  w hi c h  o ne  c on ce iv e s  o f  e sca p i n g i s  i t s e l f  c onc e i ve d  

i n  in t e n t i on a l i s t i c  te rm s  s u ch  a s  r ea l i z i n g  d a n ge r ,  t r y i n g t o  a vo i d  i t ,  be in g  

f r i gh te ne d  e t c .  On  t h i s  ( r i c h )  co nc e p t i o n  th e re  i s  n o  p r e t ence  o f  p ro v i d in g  

a  r e du c t i ve  a cc ou n t ,  bu t  o f  c l a r i f y i n g a  c r i t e r i a l  c on n ec t i o n  be t wee n  th e  

n o t i o ns  an d  t h e  t ype  o f  use  a nd  be ha v io r  co n ce rne d .  

 T he  T ra c t a t us  co nc ep t i o n  o f  use ,  i n  wh i ch  u se  co ns t i t u te s  me an in g  

a n d  in  w h ic h  a  s ym b ol  i s  re co gn i ze d  in  i t s  s i gn ,  i s  no t  th e  ‘ t h i n ’  
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c o nc ep t i o n  o f  ‘ r aw u se ’ ,  so me  t o k en  ac t i on  o r  be ha vi o r  de sc r i be d  in  

m ea n i n g-n e u t ra l  t e rm s .  I t  i s  r a t he r  a  ‘ t h i ck ’  con ce p t i on ,  i m b ue d  wi t h  

m ea n i n g a n d  co n cep t s ,  b y  w h ic h  th e  use  i s  de sc r i be d  an d  com pre he n de d .  

P ro p o s i t i o n  3 . 32 6  p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  b y  suc h  use  a  m e an i n gf u l  s ym b o l  i s  

r e co gn i ze d  i n  i t s  o u te r  s i g n  b y o b se rv i n g  h o w the  s i gn  i s  me an i n gf u l l y  

u se d .  Tha t  i s  t he  im po r t  o f  t he  p h ra se  “m e an i n gf u l  u se”  ( s in n vo l en  

G e b ra uc h ) .  W he n  one  u ses  a  c e r t a i n  wo rd  a s  a  me re  p ho ne t i c  o b j ec t ,  e . g .  

t o  p ra c t i c e  c o r r ec t  p r on un c i a t i o n ,  th i s  w ou l d  n o t  be  ‘m e an i n gf u l  u se ’ ,  in  

w h i ch  t he  sy mb o l  i s  r ec o gn i ze d  i n  th e  s i g n .   

 T he  ‘ t h i c k ’  co nce p t i o n  o f  u se  i s  a l so  a t  t he  ba se  o f  W i t t gen s t e i n ’ s  

r e s po n se  to  t wo  p ro b le m s  r e l a t ed  t o  a  t he ory  o f  m e an i n g  f o un d ed  o n  t he  

c o nc ep t  o f  u se :  (a )  t he  p r o b l em  of  i ndi v i duat i o n  –  w ha t  s e t s  a pa r t  a  t y pe  

o f  u se  o f  a n  exp re ss i o n?  Wh a t  b in ds  d i f f e r en t  t o ke n s  o f  use  o f  a  wo rd  i n t o  

a  t ype  o f  use?  (b )  The  p ro b le m  o f  no rma t i v i t y  –  ho w,  and  i n  w ha t  s e nse ,  

c an  a  p a r t i cu la r  t o ken  o f  u se  be  mi s t a ke n?
4
 

 T he  p ro b l em s  o f  in d i v id ua t i on  an d  n o rm a t i v i t y  o f  u se  co nc e rn ed  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  t h rou gh o u t  h i s  ca re e r .  Ma i n  s t a ge s  he r e  c an  be  b ro a d l y  

o u t l in e d  t h us :  i n  t he  T ra c t a t us  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  a t t em pt ed  t o  an s we r  t hese  

p ro b l em s  i n  t e rm s  o f  l o gi c o - s yn t ac t i c a l  ca te gor ie s ,  wh i ch  ‘ s ho w 

t hem se l ve s ’  in  t he  u se  o f  a  l a n gu a ge .  I n  Ph i l os op h ic a l  I nv es t ig a t i on s  t h i s  

a p p ro ac h  see me d  t o  h i m  mi s ta ke n .  He  a l so  re j e c t s  a t t em pt s  t o  an s we r  t he  

p ro b l em  i n  p s ych o lo g i s t i c  t e rm s ,  a nd  i n  b eh a v i o r i s t i c  t e rm s .  His  p o s i t i ve  

a cc o un t  o f  m ea n i n g  in  Phi l os op h i c a l  In ve s t i ga t i o ns  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  

de sc r ib i n g  va r i o us  t ype s  o f  use  a nd  t he  c onc e p t s  i n he ren t  i n  t he m  –  

c o nc ep t s  w ho se  c r i t e r i a l  ex p re s s io n  a re  t he  t yp es  o f  u se  an d  beh a v i o r  

c o nc e r ned .  La t e r ,  W i t t ge n s te in  e mp ha s i ze d  a no t he r  th r ea d  o f  h i s  th ou gh t  

i n  Inv es t i g a t i o n s :  th e  t yp i ca l  use  o f  a  w o r d  g i ve s  i t  a  c ha rac t e r ,  a  ‘ f ac e ’ ,  

a  ‘ so u l ’ ,  wh ic h  re ma i n s  i n t ac t  f r o m on e  t o ke n -u se  to  t he  n e x t .  The  ab i l i t y  

t o  g ra sp  t h i s  a s pe c t  o f  a  wo rd ,  to  ‘ e xp e r i e nce ’  i t s  me a n in g ,  i s  co nd i t i o na l  

o n  e xpe r i e n t i a l ,  m en ta l  a nd  e ve n  ps yc h o l o g i ca l  f ac to r s .  T he se  m a y se em  

t o  go  be yo nd  t he  ac t u a l  u se  o f  t he  wo rd ,  wh erea s ,  I  su g ges t ,  t he y  a r e  

a c t ua l l y  i n co r po ra t ed  i n t o  t he  ‘ t h ic k ’  c o nc e p t i o n  o f  u se .
5
 

 T he  fo l l o wi n g d i scu s s i o n  c en te r s  on l y  o n  t he  f i r s t  o f  th ese  s t a ge s ,  

a r t i c u la t e d  i n  th e  T rac t a t us .  
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Use in  the  Tractatus  i s  not  an  In ternal ,  Purely S yntact ica l  

Not ion  

 T he  no t i on  o f  u se  ma y be  am bi gu ou s  a s  be t wee n  i n te rn a l  o r  in t r -

l in g u i s t i c  n o t i on  o f  usa ge ,  a nd  a n  ex t e rna l  n o t i o n  o f  us i ng  a n  ex p re s s i o n  

i n  ac tu a l  s i t ua t i o ns  in  t he  wo r l d .  W e sha l l  r e t u rn  t o  t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  l a te r  

o n m b u t  l e t  us  a s k  w i t h  re ga r ds  the  T rac ta t u s :  I s  u se  t he  l i n gu i s t i c a l l y  

i n te rn a l  n o t i o n  o f  usa g e  o r  i s  i t  r a t he r  t he  ex te rna l  n o t i on  o f  u s in g  

s t a t em en ts  i n  ac t u a l  s i t ua t i o ns  in  t he  w o r l d?  A  ve ne rab l e  t ra d i t i o n  a rgue s  

fo r  the  fo rm e r ,  n am el y  t h a t  u se  he re  i s  a  s yn ta c t i c  -  l i n gu i s t i c  n o t i o n .  

A n sc om b e ,  f o r  i n s t an ce  a rg ue s  ( i n  re f e r en ce  to  3 . 3 2 6 -7 )  t ha t  “ B y 

a p p l ic a t i o n  he  d i d  n o t  m ea n  ‘ ro le  in  l i f e ’ ,  ‘ use ’ ,  ‘p ra c t i ce  o f  th e  use ’  in  

t he  s e nse  o f  P hi l o so p h i c a l  In ve s t i ga t i o ns :  h e  me a n t  l o g i co - s yn t a c t i c  

a p p l i c a t i o n”  ( 19 71 ,  p . 9 1 ) .  

 T h i s  v i e w i s  sh a re d  b y  m a n y sc ho la rs  w h o ,  in  o the r  m a t te r s ,  a re  

c r i t i ca l  o f  An sc om be  an d  o f  ea ch  o the r  (Fo r  i ns t an ce ,  Hack e r  1 9 8 6 ,  

Mc G u in e s s  1 98 1 ,  Di am on d  1 9 9 5) .  O ne  co u ld  c a l l  i t  “ t he  a cc ep te d  

i n te rp r e t a t i o n” .
6
 I  w i sh  t o  c ha l l en ge  i t  a n d  t o  a rg ue  t ha t  t he  no t i o n  o f  u se  

t ha t  i s  c o ns t i t u t i ve  o f  m ea n i n g i n  t he  T ra c ta tu s  i s  n o t  t he  “ pu re l y  

s yn t a c t i c a l”  o ne ,  bu t  a  “ th ic ke r”  no t i on  t ha t  in c l ude s  the  ac t ua l  use  o f  

s e n te nc e s  i n  ma k i ng  t r ue  a nd  f a l se  s t a te m e nt s  in  a c t ua l  s i t u a t i o n s .  Th i s  

i nde e d  i s  n o t  ye t  t he  r i c h  no t i o n  o f  u se  o f  I n ves t i ga t io ns ,  b u t  i t  i s  m uc h  

c l ose r  t o  i t  t ha n  th e  a cc ep te d  in te rp r e t a t io n  a s su m e s .  Wi t t gen s t e i n  

a d mi t t e d l y  t a lk s  o f  me an i n g  i n  t e rm s  o f  l o gi c o - s yn t ac t i c a l  r u l e s ,  and  i n  

t h i s  s e nse  o n e  co u l d  j us t i f i a b l y  t a l k  h e r e  o f  a  l i n gu i s t i c a l l y  i n t e r na l  

c o nc ep t i o n .  Bu t  t he se  a re  n o t  p u re l y  syn ta c t i c a l  r u l e s ,  wh i ch  r e l a t e  o n l y  

t o  s i gn s  a n d  t he i r  co m b in a t io ns .  The se  ru l e s  r a t he r  re f l e c t  ac t ua l  u se  o f  

s e n te nc e s  i n  s t a t i ng  f a c t s  an d  in  e xp res s i n g th e i r  s e n ses  -  po s s i b le  s t a te s  

o f  a f f a i r s  c on ce i v ed  i n  th e  lo g i ca l  s pace  o f  re la t io n  o f  t ru th  a n d  f a l s i t y .  

T h i s  use  u l t i ma te l y  s t a nd s  a t  th e  ba s i s  o f  t he  r u le s  an d  t he  me an i n g s  t he y 

de te rm in e .  

I n  PR,  s ec t io n  1 4  p .  5 9  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  i l l us t r a t e s  t he  Fre ge an  c o n t e x t -

p r i nc i p le ,  wh ic h  i s  a d op t e d  in  t he  T ra c t a t us  (3 . 3 ) ,  b y  sa y i n g  t ha t  “o nl y  i n  

use  i s  a  r o d  a  l e ve r .  O nl y  the  a pp l i ca t io n  ma kes  i t  i n to  a  l e ver . ”  Th i s  
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i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t he  c o n t e x t  p r i nc i p le  in d ic a te s  t he  im po r t anc e  o f  u se  (o r  

a p p l i c a t i o n )  f o r  u nde r s t an d i n g an  e xpr es s i o n ’s  m ea n i n g.  I n  t h e  t e rm s  o f  

o u r  3 .3 2 6  i t  m a y be  p u t  t h u s :  t o  r ec o gn i ze  t he  l e ve r  b y  t he  rod  we  m us t  

o b se rv e  i t s  me an i n gf u l  u se  –  we  m us t  o bse r ve  h o w i t  i s  ac t u a l l y  u sed  i n  

a c t s  o f  l i f t in g  we i gh t i n g s  a nd  r e l a t ed  a c t s .  The se  a re  n o t  ‘ t h i n ’  a c t s  o f  

‘ r a w u se ’ ,  w h i c h  ca n  be  g ra sp ed  i nde pe n de n t l y  o f  t he  n o t i o n  o f  

m ea s u re me n t .  I t  i s  r a t he r  a  co nce p t ua l l y  r i c h  ‘ t h i c k ’  u se ,  m a de  in  a c t s ,  

w h i ch  a re  con ce i v ed  a n d  de sc r i be d  i n  t e rm s  o f  e f f o r t ,  we ig h ,  l i f t i n g ,  e t c .  

I t  s ee m s  ra th e r  c le a r  t he re fo r e  th a t  i f  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  ex p re s ses  

a de q ua te l y  t he  i n t en t i on  o f  t he  con te x t  p r i n c i p l e  i n  the  Tr ac ta t us ,  t he  

n o t i o n  o f  use  co nce rne d  i n  3 . 3 26  i s  r a t he r  c l o se  t o  th a t  o f  th e  l a t e r  

In ve s t i ga t io ns .  

T hese  re ma rks  ( t o  be  e la b o ra t e d  an d  fu r t he r  su bs ta n t i a t ed  i n  th e  

s e q ue l )  s u f f i c e ,  I  be l i e ve ,  t o  ca s t  do ub t  o n  a  p re va le n t  co nce p t i o n  o f  th e  

T rac t a re a n  t he o ry  o f  me a n i n g an d  i t s  r e l a t i o ns h i p  t o  W i t t ge n s te in ’ s  l a t e r  

v i ew s .  On  th e  p re va le n t  con ce p t i on  W i t t ge ns te i n  p re se n t e d  i n  t he  

T rac t a t u s  a  t he o ry  o f  m ea n i n g,  w hi c h  i s  b as i ca l l y  re p re se n ta t i on a l ,  

a cc o rd in g  t o  w hi ch  t he  m e an i n g  o f  an  e x p re s s io n  i s  a  t h i ng  i n  the  w o r l d ,  

o f  whi c h  the  ex p re s s io n  i s  a  l in g u i s t i c  r e p re se n ta t i on .  A  nam e ,  

a cc o rd in g l y ,  re p re sen t s  an  o b j e c t ,  an d  a  p ro po s i t i o n  de p i c t s  and  p re se n t s  a  

s t a t e  o f  a f fa i r s .  La t e r ,  be gi n n i n g  w i th  t he  w r i t in gs  o f  th e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  

a n d  cu lm in a t in g  i n  I nve s t i ga t i o ns ,  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  re j e c t ed  th i s  v ie w,  a nd  

p r e se n te d  i ns te a d  the  co n ce p t io n  tha t  t he  m e an i n g  o f  an  e x p res s i o n  i s  

ba s ic a l l y  i t s  u se  –  t he  wa y i t  i s  use d .  T he re  i s ,  a c cord in g  to  t h i s  p re va l en t  

c o nc ep t i o n ,  a  gr ea t  ga p  be twe e n  t he  t w o  v i ew s ,  where  t he  f i r s t  dea l s  i n  a  

ve ry  a bs t r ac t  m an ne r  wi t h  the  re la t i ons h i ps  be t we e n  l a n gu a ge  and  t he  

w o rd ,  whi l e  t h e  l a t t e r ,  in  s e t t i n g  t h e  no t i on  o f  use  a t  i t s  b a se ,  i s  m o re  

m un da ne  and  h uma ne .  I ns te a d  o f  f ou nd i n g me a n i n g o n  a bs t r ac t  re la t io n s  

be twe e n  l a n gua ge  an d  t he  wo r l d ,  i t  c on s t rue s  i t  i n  t e rms  o f  t he  use  an d  

t he  l in gu i s t i c  be ha v i o r  o f  c onc re te  sp ea ke rs  i n  c onc re te  s i t ua t i o ns .  

T he re  i s ,  o f  c our se ,  muc h  t r u t h  in  t h i s  p re se n t a t i o n ,  bu t  i t  c an  b e  

m is l ea d i n g a n d  ne ed s  qu a l i f i c a t i on s  an d  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  i n  b o th  pa r t s .  In  a  

ve ry  ge ne ra l  wa y  I  w o ul d  p u t  i t  t hu s :  Wi t h  r e ga rd  t o  th e  T rac t a t u s ,  a s  ha s  

be e n  r em a rke d  abo ve ,  t he  o n to l o g ic a l  co n ce p t s  a nd  t he  on t o lo g ic a l  
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f r am ew o rk  o f  t he  T ra c t a t us  i s  a  so r t  o f  a  ” t ra n sce nd e n t a l  c o nd i t i on ”  fo r  

t he  po ss i b i l i t y  o f  l an g ua g e ;  the y a re  no t  op e ra t i ve  in  t he  t he o ry  o f  

m ea n i n g o f  t he  b o ok .  A s  wi l l  be  e mp ha s ize d  b e l ow,  a  name  o r  a  s ym bol  i s  

n o t  i d en t i f i ed  a s  su ch  i n  t e rm s  o f  the  o b j ec t  i t  m ea ns .  Th e  ma i n  rea so n  fo r  

t ha t  i s  t ha t  th e  on t o l o g i c a l  c o nc e p t s  o f  o b j e c t s  an d  s t a te s  o f  a f f a i r s  a re  

n o t  g i ve n  t o  us  a n d  a r e  n o t  id e n t i f i a b l e  i n de pe n de n t l y  o f  l a n gua ge .  

M o re o v e r ,  in  c o n t ra s t  t o  th e  p re va le n t  con ce p t i o n ,  i t  sh o u ld  b e  n o te d  t h a t  

t he  T ra c t a t u s  em ph as i ze s  t he  ro l e  o f  u se  i n  c on s t i t u t i n g  th e  m ea n i n g o f  a n  

e x p re s s io n  and  t he  “ l o gi c”  o f  l an g ua g e .  Th i s  i s  c on n ec te d  w i t h  t h e  

i n te n t i o na l i s t i c  na t u re  o f  p ic t u re s  a n d  p r op os i t i on s ,  a cc o rd i n g  t o  w hi c h  a  

p i c t u r e  i s  b y  i t s  ve ry  n a t u re  a  p i c t u re  o f  s o  an d  s o :  “ We  p i c t u re  f ac t s  t o  

o u r se l ve s”  (2 . 1 ) ;  an d  a  p i c tu r e  i s  b y  i t s  ve ry  n a t u re  a  p i c t u r e  of  so  a nd  s o :  

“ A p i c t u r e ,  co nc e i ve d  i n  t h i s  wa y,  a l so  inc l ude s  t he  p ic t o r i a l  r e l a t i on sh i p ,  

w h i ch  m a kes  i t  i n to  a  p i c t u re ”  (2 .1 513 ) .  A l l  t hese  sh o w t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  t ha t  

w e  h a ve  a  p i c t u r e  as  a  “ s yn t a c t i c  en t i ty ’  an d  t he n  i n te rp r e t  i t  a s  de p ic t i n g  

a  c e r t a i n  s t a te  o f  a f f a i r s ,  a s  t he  s t an d a r d  o nc ep t i o n  ha s  i t .  Ra th e r ,  t he  

de p i c t in g  a n d  the  p i c t o r i a l  r e la t i on sh ip s  c on s t i t u t in g  i t  a r e  pa r t s  o f  t he  

p i c t u r e  –  i t  i s  n o t  a  p i c t u r e  wi t ho u t  t he m.  Wi th  r e ga rd  t o  t h e  

In ve s t i ga t io n s ,  u se  i s  i n de ed  a  c r i t e r i a l  m an i f e s ta t io n  o f  me a n in g ,  b u t  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  o b j e c t s  t o  a  r ed uc t i o n  o f  m ea n i n g t o  a  “ t h i n”  n o t i on  o f  “ r a w 

u se ” .  He  a rgue s  in s t e a d  fo r  a  “ th i c k”  no t i on  o f  u se ,  wh ic h  i s  c o nc ep t u a l l y  

l oad e d  a nd  i m b ued  w i t h  m e an i n g .  I  ha ve  e l ab o ra te d  o n  t h i s  a nd  i t s  

s i g n i f i c a nce  fo r  u nde r s ta n d i n g  r u le - fo l l o wi n g in  t he  In ve s t i ga t i o n s  

e l s e w here  (B a re -E l l i  2 0 04 ) ;  o u r  c onc e rn s  he re  a re  wi t h  t he  T ra c ta t u s ;  

he nc e ,  I  sha l l  n o t  d e ve l o p  o r  ba c k  t he se  c la im s  he re .  

 

Frege and Wit tgens te in  on  Reference  and  Meaning (Bedeutung )  

In  t he  T ra c t a tu s  W it t gen s t e i n  m a i n t a i ne d  wi t h  F re ge  t ha t  t he  

m ea n i n g o f  a  n am e  i s  t he  ob j ec t  i t  de no t e s  ( 3 .2 0 3 ) .  Bu t  th e  na tu re  o f  t he se  

r e la t a ,  na me s  a nd  ob j e c t s ,  r a i s e s  g r a ve  d i f f i c u l t i e s :  Fo r  Fre ge  o b j ec t s  a re  

g i ve n  to  u s ,  t he y  a re  ac ce s s i b le  t o  pe rc ep t i o n  a nd  co gn i t i o n ,  an d  th e  

m a nn e r  i n  w hi c h  t he y a re  g i ve n  d e t e rm i ne s  t he  s e nse  o f  t h e  na me s  

de no t i n g  th em .  T h i s  i s  pa r t  o f  a  mo re  ge ne ra l  v i e w a cc ord i n g  t o  w hi c h  
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o b j e c t s  a nd  c o nc e p t s  a re  t he  b as i c  c ons t i t ue n t s  o f  t he  wo r l d ,  g i ve n  t o  us  

i n  pa r t i cu la r  wa ys .  T he i r  i n te r r e l a t io nsh i p  –  t h e  f a l l in g  o f  o b j e c t s  u nde r  

c o nc ep t s  –  i s  t he  fu n da me nt a l  o n t o l o g i ca l  re l a t i o n  and  t he  p r i ma ry  f e a tu r e  

t o  be  re f l ec t ed  b y  l a n gua ge .  And  l a n gua ge  ca n  re f l e c t  i t  b y  ha v i n g ob j e c t s  

a n d  co nc e p t s  a s  th e  re f e re nce s  (Be de u tu n ge n )  o f  na m es  an d  p re d i ca te s .  

C ru c i a l  in  t h i s  re p rese n t a t i o na l  p i c t u re  i s  t ha t  ob j ec t s  a nd  c o nc ep t s  

( f u nc t i on s )  a re  g i ve n  t o  us  in  s om e  wa ys .  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  e xp l i c i t l y  o pp o se s  th ese  v i e w s ,  whi c h  i s  th e  m a i n  p o i n t  

o f  t he  o pe n in g on t o l o g i ca l  re m a rk s  o f  t he  T rac ta tu s .  He  co m p l e t e l y  

d i s mi s ses  t he  F re ge an  d oc t r i ne  o f  con ce p t s  a n d  t he  o n t o l o g i c a l  doc t r in e  o f  

o b j e c t s  a nd  c o nc e p t s ,  w i t h  th e  ha l f -m yt h o l o gi ca l  F re ge an  c o nc e p t i o n  o f  

o b j e c t s  s a t i s f y i n g  t he  i n t r i ns i ca l l y  i nco mp l e te  and  u nsa t i s f i e d  co nc e p t s .  

I n s t e ad  o f  t h i s  he  s e t s  th e  u l t i m a t e  p rod uc t  o f  the  F re gea n  “ f a l l i n g  u n de r”  

–  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  a t  t he  b as i s  o f  h i s  on to l o g ic a l  p i c t u re ,  w h i c h  i s  we l l  

m ot i va te d  fo r  the  ex i s t e nc e  o f  s t a te s  o f  a f f a i r s  i s  wha t  m ak e s  s t a t em e n ts  

t r ue  o r  f a l s e .  In  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  ob j ec t s  f i t  o ne  a no t he r  by  t h e i r  o wn  

c o mb i n a t o r i a l  ca pa c i t i e s  l i k e  “ l i n ks  i n  a  ch a i n” .  Th i s  a ga i n  s e em s  to  be  in  

d i re c t  op po s i t i o n  to  t he  F re ge a n  s t o ry  o f  th e  “c om pl e t e”  an d  in d ep en d en t  

o b j e c t s ,  a nd  t he i r  s a t i s f y i n g t he  e s sen t i a l l y  i nc om ple t e  c onc e p t s .  He  

se em s  t o  l ea ve  o b scu re  t he  n a t u re  o f  o b j ec t s  a nd  t he  m an ne r  in  w hi ch  t he y 

a re  g i ve n .  The  na tu r e  o f  o b j e c t s  an d  th e  ma n n er  i n  wh ic h  t he y  a re  g i ven  

a re  no t  i nc l u d ed  a m o n g th e  ac t ua l  da ta ,  b u t  a re  t a ke n  t o  be  a  

t ran sce n de n t a l  con d i t i on  o n  t he  p oss ib i l i t y  o f  l an g ua ge  (4 . 2 2 11 ) .  

 M uc h  was  w r i t t en  i n  a t t e m pt  t o  e xp l a i n  t h e  na t u re  o f  ob j ec t s  a n d  

s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  t he  T ra c t a t u s .  I  wi l l  n o t  ve n tu re  h e re  to  p ro v i de  su c h  

a n  ex p la na t i o n ,  bu t  j u s t  r e ma rk  t ha t  in  v ie w o f  th e  t r a n sce n de n t a l  n a t u re  

o f  t he  o n t o l o gic a l  f r a m e wo rk  (o b j ec t s  a n d  s t a t e s  o f  a f f a i r s )  ma n y  o f  t he se  

a t t e m pt s  s e e m to  go  a ga i n s t  t he  g ra i n  o f  W i t t gen s te i n ’s  po s i t i o n .  In  t he  

c ase  o f  ob j ec t s ,  f o r  e xa m p le ,  t he  t ra n sc en den ta l  na t u re  o f  th e  ex po s i t i on  

i mpl i e s  th a t  o b j ec ts ,  w h i ch  “ ma ke  u p  t h e  su bs t a n ce  o f  th e  w or l d”  (2 . 02 1 ) ,  

m us t  be  g ra n t ed  i n  o rd e r  t o  en su re  a  rea l i s t i c  co n ce p t  o f  t r u th  ( 2 . 02 11 -2 ) ,  

a n d  to  s e rve  a s  t he  p o i n t s  th a t  g i v e  mea n i n g t o  s i m p le  nam e s ,  a n d  th e r e b y  

t o  ou r  p ro po s i t i o n s .  Bu t  ex p lo r i n g  t h e  o n t i c  na t u re  o f  o b j ec t s  i s  no t  a  

m ea n i n gfu l  p h i l os op h ic a l  en t e rp r i s e .  Be l o w,  we  sha l l  c l a r i f y  an d  
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s ub s t a n t i a te  t h i s  c l a i m wi t h  r e ga rd  t he  r e l a t i o ns h i p  be t ween  s i gn  a nd  

s ym bo l ,  a nd  t he  c on ce p t  o f  ‘m o de  o f  s i gn i f i ca t i on ’  o f  s ym bo l s .  

 I n  F re ge ,  r e f e re nc e  c an  be  t a ke n  a s  a n  ac tu a l  re l a t i on  be tw e e n  

i den t i f i ab l e  re l a t a .  Bu t  i n  t he  T rac ta tu s  i t  i s  a  f a i r l y  ob scu re  ‘ f o rm a l  

c a t e g o ry’ ,  wh i ch  c an n o t  be  e xp l i c i t l y  in d i ca te d ,  o r  de sc r i be d .  Th e  en t i re  

e x p l a n a t o ry  bu rde n  i s  l a i d  up o n  the  o t he r  t e rm –  t he  n am e .  Wh a t ,  t he n ,  i s  

a  n am e ,  an d  ho w i s  i t  i n d i v i d ua te d?  The  q ue s t i o n  wi l l  b e  t ake n  aga i n  i n  

g r ea te r  de ta i l  in  t he  se q u e l ,  bu t  t he  g i s t  o f  t he  fo l l o wi n g  d i sc us s io n  

p u rp o r t s  t o  sh o w t ha t  W i t t g en s t e i n  do es  n o t  an swe r  t h i s  qu e s t i o n  i n  

s e m a nt i c -on t o l o g i c a l  t e rms  (e . g .  i n  t e rm s  o f  th e  re l a t io n  to  t he  o b j e c t  

de no t e d  b y t h e  na me ) ,  bu t  in  t e rms  o f  u se  ( l o g ic o - sy n t ac t i c  r u le s  o f  use  

i nc l u d ed ) .  Th i s  i s  n o t  a  c l a i m  a ga i n s t  th e  o b v io us  f ac t  t ha t  t he  T ra c t a t u s  

i s  s t ee pe d  in  o n to lo g ic a l  co nc ep t s  –  w o r l d ,  o b j e c t ,  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  I t  i s  a  

c la i m  as  to  t he  s t a tu s  o f  the se  c o nc ep t s :  the y  fo rm,  to  r e p ea t ,  a  

t r an sce n de n t a l  f ra me wo rk  fo r  t h e  poss i b i l i t y  o f  l a n gu a ge ,  bu t  d o  no t  s e rve  

a s  c r i t e r i a  b y  whi c h  t o  i de n t i f y  wo rd s  and  u ses ,  a s  th e y  a r e  n o t  g i ve n  t o  

u s  i n de pe n de n t l y  o f  t he se .  Wi t t ge ns t e i n  ex p re s se s  th i s  by  sa y i n g tha t  i n  

l o g i ca l  s yn ta x  t h e  m ea n i n g o f  a  s i gn  sh o u ld  n e ve r  p l a y  a  r o l e  (3 .3 3 ) .  Th i s  

i dea  i s  c on ne c te d  o f  c ou rse  wi t h  the  “ ine f f a b i l i t y  o f  s em an t i c s” ,  t ha t  

m a n y  sc ho l a rs  a sc r i b ed  t o  t h e  T rac t a t u s
7
.  B u t  t h i s  t he s i s  ma y i mp l y  a  t oo  

na r ro w a n d  t ec hn i c a l  v ie w.  The  p o i n t  i s  n o t  on l y  t ha t  s e ma nt ic a l  re la t i on s  

a re  i ne f f a b l e  ( i n  l a n gu a ge )  bu t  t h a t  the y c an n o t  b e  co nc e i ve d  a t  a l l  a nd  

a re  no t  o p e ra t i ve  in  t he  wo rk i n gs  o f  l an gua ge .  

 I n  t he  a l t e rna t i ve  p ic t u re  I  w i sh  t o  d raw,  t h e  c o r re l a t io n  o f  a  na m e  

a n d  an  o b j ec t  i s  n o t  a  s e pa ra te  ac t  whi ch  i s  de t a ch ab l e  f ro m  t he  s e n t en ce  

a n d  i t s  s t r u c t u re ,  an d  i s  n o t  a  ge nu i ne  re l a t io n ,  b u t  a  f ea tu re  o r  a spe c t  o f  

t he  l o g i co -s yn t a c t i c  r u l e s  t ha t  de te rm ine  t h e  s en se  o f  t he  p ic tu re -

p ro p os i t i on  a n d  o f  i t s  be i n g a  p i c t u r e  t h a t  so  an d  so  –  o f  co n ce i v in g  i t  a s  

a  p ro j ec t i o n  o f  a  s ta t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  

 T h i s  a l so  s e em s  t o  be  i n  op po s i t i on  t o  t h e  ac c ep t e d  in t e rp r e t a t i o n .  

Ma n y ex p la na t i o n s  o f  t he  p ic t u re  t he o ry  p re se n t  i t  a s  f o un de d  o n  t wo  

k i n ds  o f  r e l a t io n :  t he  o ne  i s  the  co n ne c t i o n  be t we e n  s i m pl e  n am e s  a nd  

o b j e c t s  –  the  p i c t o r i a l  r e la t i on sh ip  o f  2 . 1 5 14 ) ;  t he  o t he r  i s  t he  re l a t io n  

be twe e n  t he  p i c t o r i a l  s t r u c t u re  an d  t he  s t r u c t u re  o f  t he  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i t  
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de p i c t s  ( s ee  fo r  i n s ta nc e ,  Ke n n y,  1 97 3 ,  c h .  4 ,  e spe c i a l l y  p p .  6 4 -5 ) .  

A n sc om b e  a l so  t a l ks  i n  t h i s  sp i r i t  o f  th e  co r re la t i o n  o f  nam e s  a n d  ob j e c t s  

a s  “ ex te rna l ”  to  t he  p ic t u re  (1 97 1 ,  p . 67 ) .  Sh e  ad d s  th e re  th a t  

“ Thu s  t he re  a re  two  d i s t i nc t  f e a tu r es  be lo n gi n g t o  a  p i c t u re  ( in  t he  

o rd i n a ry  se n se  o f  ‘p i c t u re ’ ) :  f i r s t ,  th e  re l a t io n  b e t wee n  t he  e le m e nt s  o f  

t he  p i c t u r e ;  and  se c o nd  t he  c o r r e l a t io n s  o f  th e  e le me nt s  i n  t he  p ic t u r e  

w i t h  t h i n gs  ou t s i d e  th e  p i c t u r e”  ( i b i d .  6 8 ) .  

A n d  i n  re la t i n g  t o  3 . 11  she  ex p la i n s :  

“ The  co r re la t i on  i s  ma de  b y  u s :  we  m ea n  t he  ob j e c t s  b y  t he  c o m p one n t s  o f  

t he  p r o pos i t i on … w e  do  t h i s  b y  u s i n g  t he  e l em e n ts  o f  t he  p ro p o s i t i o n  to  

s t an d  f o r  t h e  ob j e c t s  wh ose  po ss ib l e  c o nf i gu ra t i on  we  a re  r e p ro duc i n g in  

t he  a r ra n ge m ent  o f  t h e  e le me nt s  o f  th e  p ro po s i t i o n . ”  ( ib i d .  69 )  

 T h i s  i s  n a t u ra l l y  un de r s t oo d  a s  ex p re s s i n g  t he  v ie w t h a t  a  

p ro p os i t i on  (a nd  a  p ic t u re  i n  ge ne ra l  ( i s  f ou nd ed  o n  a  s ys t em  o f  re l a t i on s  

be twe e n  i t s  c om pon e n t s  (“e l em e n ts ) ,  an d  we  be s to w m ean i n g up on  i t  b y  

f i x i n g t he  m ea n i n g o f  i t s  e l e me nt s ,  i . e .  co r re la t i n g  t he m wi t h  o b j e c t s  i n  

t he  wo r ld .  On l y  th en  i s  t he  se n t en ce  me an in gf u l  an d  we  ca n  u se  i t  t o  s t a t e  

a  p ro po s i t i o n .  As  no t ed  a b o ve  (a nd  w i l l  be  e xpa n de d  i n  the  s e q ue l )  t h i s  

s e em s  t o  m e  a  m is t ak e n  i n t e rp re ta t i on :  a  s e n te nc e  i s  c on s t i tu t e d  b y i t s  

be in g use d  t o  s t a t e  p ro p os i t i on s ,  an d  i s  i p s o  f ac t o  me an in gf u l .  La ck i n g 

se n se  a n d  be in g  c om po se d  o f  e le m ent s  whic h  l ac k  me an in g ,  i t  i s  n o t  a  

s e n te nc e  (o r  a  p i c t u re )  a t  a l l .  A  p i c t u r e ,  a s  we  sa i d ,  i s  e s se n t i a l l y  a nd  b y  

i t s  ve ry  na t u re ,  a  p ic t u re  t ha t  s o  an d  so .  O ne  ca nno t  t a l k  o f  a  p ic t u re ,  

w h i ch ,  a f t e r  be i n g w ha t  i t  i s ,  we  use  i t  t o  s t a t e  o r  d ep i c t  a  d i f f e re n t  s t a te  

f r om t he  o ne  i t  a c t ua l l y  s t a te s  o r  de p i c t s .  I t  th e re fo r e  s e em s  t o  m e  t ha t  

A n sc om b e ’ s  t w o  s ta ge s  t he o ry ,  a n d  he r  c l a i m  t ha t  t he  s e co n d  i s  “ ex te rna l”  

t o  the  p i c t u re ,  a re  wr o n g,  o r  a t  l ea s t  m is l ea d i n g.  

 T he  v i e w I  a sc r ibe d  a b o ve  t o  An sc om be  i s  mo re  e xp l ic i t l y  s t a te d  b y  

H a cke r .  He  c l a im s  t ha t  u n de rs ta nd i n g  a  s en t e nce  re q u i re s  k n o wi n g th e  

c o r re s po n de n ce  be t w e en  t he  p ic to r ia l  s t ruc t u re  o f  t he  s en t e nce  an d  the  

s t r uc t u r e  o f  t he  d ep ic te d  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s ,  a s  we l l  a s  kn ow i n g  the  

c o r re l a t io n  b e t ween  t he  na m es  i n  t he  s e n t e nce  an d  ob j ec t s  i n  th e  s t a t e  o f  

a f f a i r s ,  a s  i f  we  we re  de a l i n g  he re  wi t h  t w o  sep a ra t e  a nd  i n de pen den t  

p i ec e s  o f  k n ow l ed ge  (Ha c ke r ,  19 7 2 ,  p .  5 1 ;  s e e  a l so  9 5 ) .  He  a l so  t h i nk s  
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t ha t  we  a re  c o nc e r ne d  he r e  wi t h  re a l  re la t i o ns ,  r e q u i r i n g  kn o wle d ge  o f  

t he i r  r e la t a ,  kn o wi n g  t he m s im u l ta ne ou s l y  ( i n  one  co n sc i o us ne s s ) ,  and  

k n o w in g  a  c r i t e r io n  f o r  t he i r  c o r re sp on de n ce  so  tha t  we  can  kn ow t ha t  th e  

m ode l  ( t he  s e n t en ce )  in de e d  p ro pe r l y  d e sc r i be s  t he  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  ( 52 -3 ) .  

O n  h i s  v ie w W i t t ge n s te i n  p ic t u re  t he o ry  p re su me s  a  co r re s po nd e nc e  

t heo ry  o f  kn o wle d ge ,  and  t ha t  t h i s  i s  one  o f  t he  co ns p i cu o u s  p ro p e r t i e s  o f  

t he  bo ok .  ( 56 ) .  

 T hese  b o l d  s t a te m en t s  a r e  o m i t t e d  f rom t he  s e co n d  ed i t i o n  o f  t he  

b o o k  (19 8 6 ) ,  wh i ch  u n de rwe n t  ex te ns i ve  re vi s i o n s .  And  ye t ,  m uc h  o f  t he i r  

s p i r i t  r e ma i n ed  a l so  t he re .  Th us ,  f o r  in s t a nc e ,  he  w r i t e s  ( i n  t he  2
n d

 ed . ) :  

“ Lo g ic a l  s yn t ax  i s  a  m a t te r  o f  ru le s  o f  l a n gu a ge .  Gi v i n g c o n t e n t  t o  t he  

fo rm s  t h us  c r ea te d  i s  no t .  Def i n i t io n s  o f  de f i na b l e s  i s  a  no rm a t i ve  m a t t e r ,  

t he  c on n ec t i o n  o f  i n de f i na b l e s  t o  t he i r  m e an i n gs  i n  re a l i t y  i s  no t”  (1 98 6 ,  

7 3 ) .  

 H a cke r  em ph a s i ze s  Wi t t ge n s te i n ’ s  po s i t i o n  i n  N B th a t  t he  re l a t i o n  

be twe e n  a  na me  and  a n  o b j e c t  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  ps yc h o l o gy ,  an d  he  p rese n t s  

i t  in  a  wa y  i m p l y ing  t ha t  t h i s ,  a cc ord in g  t o  h i m,  re ma i n ed  W i t t ge n s te in ’s  

p o s i t i on  a l so  i n  t he  T ra c t a t us  ( i b i d .  7 4-5 ) .  In  a  s en t e nce  lo o k i n g a s  a n  

i n te n t i o na l  va r i a t io n  o n  o ur  3 .3 26  Hacke r  w r i t e s  t ha t  on ly  i n  th ou gh t  i s  a  

s ym bo l  rec o g n i ze d  i n  a  s i gn  (7 4 )  an d  co nc l ud e s :  

“ I t  i s  a  me n t a l  ac t  ( a l be i t  o f  a  t r an scen de n t a l  s e l f ,  n o t  t he  s e l f  tha t  i s  

s t u d i ed  i n  ps yc h o l ogy )  tha t  i n j ec t s  m ea n i n g o r  s i gn i f i ca nc e  i n t o  s i gn s ,  

w he t h e r  i n  th ou gh t  o r  i n  l a n gu a ge”  ( 75) .
8
 

 

Knowing Objects  

I n  t he  T ra c t a tu s  W it t gen s t e i n  ha rd l y  t ouc he s  o n  the  que s t i o n  o f  t he  

c o gn i t i ve  re la t i o ns  t o  ob j ec t s  a nd  t h e  co n d i t i on s  o f  the i r  kn o wl ed ge .  The  

o n e  ex ce p t io n  i s  “ I f  I  k no w a n  ob j ec t  I  a l so  k no w a l l  i t s  p o s s i b l e  

oc c u r re nc es  in  s t a te s  o f  a f f a i r s ”  (2 . 0 12 3 ) .  “ Kno w”  i s  o f  co u rse  “k en n en ”  

i n  the  Ge rma n ,  n o t  “ wis se n” .  In  4 .0 21  w e  re a d :  “ A p rop o s i t io n  i s  a  p i c tu r e  

o f  r ea l i t y :  f o r  i f  I  u n de r s ta n d  a  p rop o s i t i o n ,  I  k n o w th e  s i t ua t i o n  t ha t  i t  

r e p re se n t s” .  The  “ i f ”  he re  ex p re sse s ,  I  t h i n k ,  no t  on l y  s u f f i c ie n t  b u t  a l so  

a  n ec es sa ry  c on d i t io n ,  wh i ch  m e ans  t ha t  th e  o n l y  wa y o f  k n o wi n g  a  
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s i tua t io n  i s  u nde rs t an d i n g the  s e n te nc e  th a t  de sc r i be s  i t .  Th e re fo re ,  t he  

o n l y  wa y o f  k no win g  a n  ob j e c t  i s  b y  u n d e r s ta n d i n g a l l  se n t en ce s  t ha t  

c o n t a i n  i t s  na m e ,  o r  i n  w hi c h  h e  i s  i n  s om e  wa y  d en o te d .  A n d  e ven  i f  th i s  

i s  n o t  t he  o n l y  wa y ,  i t  i s  th e  cu s to ma ry  a n d  im p o r ta n t  o ne .   

 R u sse l l  a r gue d  th a t  u nde rs t a nd in g a  s en te nc e  i s  c o nd i t io ned  b y 

be in g ac q ua i n te d  wi t h  a l l  i t s  c ons t i t ue n t s .  Th i s  i s  t he  f amo u s  “ p r i nc i p le  o f  

a cq u a i n t an ce ” ,  whi ch  e x p re s se s  Ru s se l l ’ s  c l a s s ic a l  em pi r i c i sm.  Th i s  

p r i nc i p le  f o rm s  an  e p i s te mi c  c on s t ra in t  o n  l o g i c  o r  o n  th e  lo g i ca l  f o rm of  

s e n te nc e s .  Fo r ,  i t  in  f a c t  t e l l s  us  th a t  w e  ha ve  t o  p re se n t  t he  l o g i ca l  f o rm  

of  a  s en t e n ce  in  suc h  a  wa y t h a t  a l l  i t s  c o ns t i t ue n t s  wi l l  b e  k n o w n b y 

a cq u a i n t an ce .  Th i s  c o ns t ra in t  i s  a l so  on e  o f  t he  p r i nc i pa l  f a c to r s  t ha t  

b ro u gh t  Rus se l l  to  p rop o se  h i s  c e l e b ra te d  th eo r y  o f  de sc r i p t i on s  (c f .  B a r -

E l l i  1 9 8 0 ) .  

 W i t t ge ns t e i n ’ s  p o s i t io n ,  a s  ske t c hed  a b o ve ,  i s  j us t  t he  c on t ra ry  o f  

R u sse l l ’ s .  Acc o rd in g  t o  i t ,  kn o wi n g a n  ob j ec t  i s  no t  a  p re -c o nd i t io n  f o r  

u n d e r s ta n d i n g a  s en t en ce ,  bu t  j us t  t he  o pp os i t e :  u n de r s ta n d i n g  a l l  t h ese  

s e n te nc e s  j us t  i s  k no w i n g t h e  ob j e c t s :  t ha t  i s  w ha t  s uc h  kn o wle d ge  me an s .  

T he re f o re ,  W i t t gen s t e in  t r i e s ,  a s  no t e d  ab o ve ,  t o  cha ra c t e r i ze  t he  b as i c  

c o nc ep t s  o f  h i s  t he o ry  o f  me an in g  i n  n o n-on to l o g i c a l  t e rm s;  in  p a r t i cu la r  

he  a vo i d s  a ppe a l  t o  t he  ca te gor y  o f  ob j e c t s  a s  an  op e ra t i v e  mo ve  i n  h i s  

t heo ry  o f  m ea n i n g.  

 

Sign,  Symbol ,  and  Mode of  S igni f icat ion (Bezeichnungsweise)  

W ha t ,  t he n ,  i s  a  n am e ,  an d  h ow i s  i t  in d i v i d ua te d?  In  t he  t e ch n i ca l  j a rgo n  

o f  t he  T ra c t a tu s  on e  m a y a ns we r  t ha t  a  n am e  i s  a  s ym b o l  w i th  i t s  m o de  o f  

s i g n i f i c a t i on ,  bo t h  o f  whi c h  a re  de t e rm i ne d  b y t he  l o g i c a l - s yn t a c t i c a l  

r u l e s  o f  the  l a n gu ag e .  Wi t t ge ns t e i n  d i s t i n gu i s he d  be t we en  s i gn  an d  

s ym bo l :  a  s i gn  i s  “w ha t  c a n  be  per c e i ve d  o f  a  sy mbol  (3 . 3 2)” ,  and  a  

s ym bo l  i s  “a ny  par t  o f  a  pr o po s i t i o n  tha t  c har ac ter i ze s  i t s  s e nse  

(3 .3 1 ) . ”  Se ve ra l  th i n g s  s ho u l d  b e  no te d  he re .  F i r s t ,  the  o rd e r  a nd  wa y  o f  

i n t ro duc i n g t h ese  no t i on s  a re  im p or t a n t :  Wi t t ge ns t e i n  d oe s  n o t  b e g in  wi t h  

t he  pe rc e p t i b l e  un in t e rp re te d  s i g n  an d  the n  e xp l a i ns  t h a t  i t  i s  tu rne d  in t o  

a  s ym b o l  b y  “ i n te rp r e t in g ”  i t  –  g i v i n g  i t  me a n i n g.  He  ra the r  be g i n s  wi t h  
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t he  m ea n i n gf u l  s ym b ol ,  w h ic h  ch a ra c te r i ze s  t he  s ense  o f  a  p ro po s i t io n .  

T h i s ,  in  l i ne  w i th  t he  c o n te x t  p r in c i p l e ,  i s  t he  p r im a r y  no t i o n ;  a  s i gn  i s  

de f i ne d  i n  t e rm s  o f  i t .  I t  w ou ld  b e  a  gr a ve  mi s t ake ,  t ho u gh  no t  a n  

u n co m m o n o ne ,  t o  c o ns t r ue  t he  s i gn / sym b ol  d i s t i nc t i on  in  t e rm s  o f  

s yn t a c t i c a l  u n i n t e rp re te d  s ys t em ,  a nd  se ma nt ic  i n t e rp re ta t io n  o f  tha t  

s ys t em .
9
 T he  t w o  m a i n  re as on s  fo r  t h i s  a r e  t ha t  wha t  i s  ge ne ra l l y  

u n de r s to o d  b y sem a n t i c  i n t e r p re ta t i on  i s  a  m yt h’  ac co rd i n g  to  t he  

T rac t a t u s ,  a nd  d oesn ’ t  ; l a y  an y ro l e  i n  th e  b oo k ;  a nd  wha t  i s  u sua l l y  

c a l l e d  s ybn ta c t i c  ru l e s ,  a r e ,  on  t he  o the r  ha nd ,  co ns t i t u t i ve  t o  t he  m ea n i n g 

o f  a  sym b o l  –  t o  th e  wa y  i t s  s i gn  i s  u se d .   

Se co n d l y ,  no te  tha t ,  b y  t h i s  d e f i n i t i on ,  a  s ym bo l  i s  a  l i n gu i s t i c  

e x p re s s io n ,  a  pa r t  o f  a  p ro p os i t i on .  An d  ye t ,  3 . 31  c o n t i nu e s  t o  s t re s s  t ha t  

i t  i s  e s sen t i a l  to  t he  p ro po s i t i o n ’ s  se nse .  B u t  h o w c an  a  l i n gu i s t i c  

e x p re s s io n ,  a  pa r t  o f  a  p ro p os i t i on ,  be  e s se n t i a l  t o  s e nse?  I s  no t  t he  s ense  

a  d i s t i n c t  e n t i t y ,  wh i ch  e x i s t s  an d  i s  gr a s pe d  wi t h ou t  e s se n t i a l l y  

de pe n d i n g u p o n  an y  sp ec i f i c  ex p re s s i o n?  -  A ppa re n t l y  no t .  Ap pa re n t l y ,  

t he  T ra c t a r i a n  n o t io n  o f  s en se  c l ose l y  a s s oc ia te s  t h e  s en se  o f  a  

p ro p os i t i on  w i th  i t s  l i n g u i s t i c  e x pre s s i o n ,  so  t ha t  t he  pa r t s  o f  th e  

p ro p os i t i on ,  a s  we l l  a s  th e  p ro p os i t i o n  i t s e l f ,  a re  e s se n t i a l  f o r  g r a s p i n g  

t he  s e nse .  Wi t t ge ns t e i n  do e s  no t  s a y  he re  (pe rha ps ,  a ga in ,  c onsc io us l y  

c o un t e r in g  t he  F re g ea n  p os i t i on )  tha t  a n  e x p re s s io n  h as  a  s e nse ,  bu t  t h a t  

i t  i s  e s sen t i a l  to  t he  s e n se .  Th i s  m a y  se em  to  p u l l  s e nse  do w n t o  th e  

m un da ne  l e ve l  o f  l in gu i s t i c  e xp re s s io n ,  b u t  i t  i s  j us t  a s  we l l  e l e va t i n g  

t hese  ex p re s s i on s  to  be  e s sen t i a l  to  s e n se ,  a nd  no t  j u s t  a  c as ua l  m e ans  fo r  

i t s  ex p re s s i on .   

 T he  s i gn ,  th e  ma t e r i a l  m a n i f e s ta t i o n  o f  t he  s ymb ol ,  i s  i nsu f f i c i en t  

f o r  the  i d en t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  s y mb o l ,  be ca u se  t he  s a me  s i gn  ma y se rv e  t o  

e x p re s s  d i f f e r en t  sym b ol s .  A  p l aus i b l e  re sp on se  he re  m ig h t  b e  th a t  a  s i gn  

se r ve s  d i f f e re n t  sy m b o ls ,  ac c ord i n g t o  t h e  d i f f e re n t  ob j e c t s  th e y 

s ym bo l i ze .  S i gn i f i ca n t l y ,  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  a vo i d s  t h i s  re s p o nse :  Ide n t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  s ym bo l s  i s  i n de ed  a l l - i mp o r t an t  in  h i s  t heo ry ,  bu t  h e  be l i e ve d  t ha t  t he  

a t t e m pt  t o  de f i ne  t he  co n ce p t  o f  sy mb o l  a nd  i t s  va r i o us  ca t e go r ie s  i n  

o n t o l o gi c a l  t e rm s  i s  n on se n s ic a l .  In s t ea d ,  he  t u rn s  t o  a sp ec t s  o f  t he  u se  o f  

a  w o rd  ( i n  the  co n te x t  o f  a  s e n t e nc e ) .  T he se  a sp ec t s  ha ve  to  d o ,  a s  we  
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s ha l l  s ee ,  w i t h  l o g i c o - s yn ta c t i c a l  c o nc ep t s  ( t hem se l ve s  a spe c t s  o f  use  o f  

t he  l an gua ge ) ,  a nd  o t he r  co nc e p t s  o f  use .  The  sa me  s i gn  c a n  se rve  

d i f f e re n t  s ym b o ls ,  s a ys  W i t t g en s t e i n ,  w he n  the i r  mo de  o f  s i g n i f i c a t io n  

(B e ze i ch nu n g s we i se )  i s  d i f f e r e n t  ( 3 . 32 2 ) .  B u t  t he  mo d e  o f  s i gn i f i ca t i on  i s  

n o t  e l uc id a t e d  i n  t e rm s  o f  th e  s i gn i f i ed  ob j e c t s  ( no r  i n  t e rm s  o f  o t he r  

o n t o l o gi c a l  co n ce p t s ) ,  a nd  a  s i gn  c an  s i gn i f y  d i f f e re n t  o b j ec t s  i n  th e  s am e  

m ode  ( a s  i mp l i ed  by  3 .3 2 2) .  Mo de  o f  s i g n i f i c a t i on  (a n d  the  “ ch a ra c te r i s t i c  

o f  a  sym b o l” ,  co n s t i tu te d  b y i t )  i s ,  r a t he r ,  a  l o g ic o- s yn ta c t i c  ca t e go ry:   

“ W ha t  s i g ni f i e s  i n  a  sy mbo l  i s  w ha t  i s  c o mmo n t o  a l l  the  sy mbo l s  

tha t  t he  ru l e s  o f  lo g ic a l  sy nt ax  a l lo w  us  to  s ubs t i tu te  f or  i t . ”  ( 3 . 34 4)  

 

T h i s  p ro po s i t i on  i s  t yp ic a l  o f  Wi t t ge ns t e i n ’ s  a vo i da nc e  o f  c ha rac t e r i z in g  

t he  no t i o ns  o f  s i gn i f i ca t i on  a n d  na m i ng  –  t he  f ou nd a t i o n  o f  h i s  t he o ry  o f  

m ea n i n g –  in  o n t o lo g ic a l  t e rm s .  I ns tea d ,  h e  spe a ks  o f  a  su bs t i t u t i on -c la s s  

de f i ne d  b y th e  ru l e s  o f  l o g ic a l  s yn t ax .  T h i s  ge ne ra l  i dea  i s  e xem pl i f i e d  

w i t h  re s pe c t  to  t he  l o g i c a l  c on nec t i ve s  in  5 .5 1 4 :  The  ru l e s  f o rm i n g 

ne ga t i on ,  d i s j un c t io n ,  e t c .  a r e  eq u i va l e n t  t o  th e se  s ym bo ls ,  an d  “ i n  t he m 

the ir  s e nse  i s  mir r ore d” .  The  m ode  o f  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  i s ,  of  c ou rse ,  w h a t  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  c a l l s  a  ‘ f o rm a l  co nc ep t ’  ( 4 .1 26 ) ,  in ex p re ss i b l e  a s  a  f unc t io n ,  

b u t  ‘ s ho wi n g  i t s e l f ’  in  t he  u se  o f  wha t  i t  i s  a  mo de  o f ,  i . e .  a  na me .  He nc e  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  s a ys  t ha t  “ the  r u le s  o f  lo g i ca l  s y n ta x  must  g o  w i tho ut  

s ay i ng  ( s i c h  v o n  se l bs t  ve rs t e he n)  once  w e  know  how  eac h  i nd i v i dua l  

s i g n  s i g ni f i e s”  ( 3 . 33 4 )   

Wha t  i f  th e  s am e  s i gn  s i gn i f i e s  d i f f e ren t  ob j e c t s  in  t he  s am e  mo de  o f  

s i g n i f i c a t i on  (e . g .  w h e n  d i f f e re n t  p eo p le  sha r e  t he  s a me  p rop e r  n am e )?  I s  

i t  th en  t he  s a m e  s ym bo l?  I t  mi gh t  s ee m na t u ra l  t o  t h i n k  s o ,  bu t ,  q u i t e  

t yp i ca l l y  a ga i n ,  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  doe s  no t  b r i n g  u p  t h i s  po s s i b i l i t y  (w hi ch  

a l l ude s  t o  t he  i de n t i t y  o f  a n  ob j ec t  a s  b e i n g g i ve n  to  u s ) .  I n s te ad ,  a ppe a l  

t o  equ i v a l e nc e  c l a sse s  a nd  s ub s t i t u t i on  i s  m an i f e s te d  i n  Wi t t ge ns t e i n ’s  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  th e  s e n te n t i a l  va r i a b le ,  a nd  t he  s t i p u l a t io n  o f  i t s  va l ue s :  

“ To s t i pu la te  va l ue s  f or  a  pr o pos i t i o na l  va r i a b le  i s  t o  g i ve  t he  

p ro po s i t i o ns  w hose  c o mmo n c har ac te r i s t i c  the  v ar i a bl e  i s .  [… ]  A nd 

the  o nl y  th i ng  e s sen t i a l  t o  the  s t i pu l a t i o n  i s  tha t  i t  i s  me r e l y  a  

de sc r i p t io n  o f  sy mbo l s ,  a nd s ta t es  noth i ng  a bo ut  w ha t  i s  
s i g n i f i e d . ”  (3 .3 1 7 )  
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A c co rd in g t o  t h i s ,  a  s y mb o l  i s  s i mp l y  a  s i gn  u se d  i n  a  pa r t i c u l a r  m o de  o f  

s i g n i f i c a t i on ,  w ho se  m e an i n g  i s  g i ve n  b y  a n  e qu i va le nc e  c l a s s  o f  

e x p re s s io ns ,  wh i c h  ca n  su bs t i t u t e  f o r  i t  b y  th e  ru l e s  o f  l og i c a l  sy n t ax .  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  d o es  n o t  ye t  t e l l  u s  w ha t  t he se  ru l e s  a re  a nd  w ha t  a re  t he  

b o u n ds  o f  t he  su b s t i tu t i o n :  w ha t  i s  t he  i n va r i an t  t o  b e  p r ese rve d  –  t r u t h  

va lu e?  Gram m a t ic a l  co r re c t ne s s?  In  an y  c ase ,  t he  e s sen t i a l  p o i n t  f o r  o u r  

c o nc e r ns  i s  th a t  t he  ide n t i t y  o f  a  symb o l  i s  n o t  d e f i ne d  on t o l o gi ca l l y  b y  

t he  ob j e c t  i t  s i gn i f i e s ,  bu t  ra t h e r  i n  t e rm s  o f  th e  lo g i co - s yn t ac t i c a l  r u l e s  

o f  u se .  

 I n  t he  p rop o s i t i o n  b y  w hi ch  we  o pe ned  o u r  d i scus s i on  (3 .3 26 ) ,  th e  

p h rase  “m ea n i n gf u l  use ”  ( s i nn v o l le n  Geb ra u ch )  f unc t i o ns  o n l y  t o  l a y  

e m ph as i s  o n  wha t  i s  a l re a d y i n c l ude d  i n  the  no t i o n  o f  ‘ use ’ ,  and  n o t  t o  

d i se n ga ge  i t  f ro m so m e  “ me an in g le s s  u se  ” ,  wh i ch  i s  ab su rd .  In  3 . 3 28  h e  

e x p l a i ns  “Oc kha m ’s  r a zo r”  b y  c la im in g  t h a t  “ i f  a  s ig n  i s  u se le s s ,  i t  i s  

me a n i ng le s s . ”  He  re pe a t s  th i s  c l a i m  i n  5 . 4 73  a nd  5 .4 73 21 .  Al l  t h i s  

u n m i s ta ka b l y  sh o ws  t ha t  m ea n i n g i s  c o ns t i t u t ed  b y use  –  o n l y  i n  use  i s  the  

s ym bo l  rec o g n i ze d  i n  t he  s i gn ,  an d  w i t h o u t  i t ,  t he re  i s  n o  m ea n i n g.   

 I n  5 .4 7 3 3  W i t t ge ns t e i n  s a ys  tha t  i f  a  se n t enc e  h as  n o  se nse ,  th i s  c an  

o n l y  be  be ca use  “ we ha ve  fa i l e d  to  g i ve  a  mea n i ng  to  some  o f  i t s  

c o ns t i t ue nts .  (E v en  i f  w e  th i nk  w e ha v e  do ne  so . )”  How do  we  g i ve  

m ea n i n g,  an d  h o w d o  we  f a i l  to  g i ve  me a n in g,  e ve n  whe n  we  th i n k  we  d o?  

-  I n  a c t ua l l y  pu t t i n g  wo rds  an d  se n t e nce s  to  u se  o r  f a i l i ng  t o  d o  s o .  W e  

m a y t h i nk  we  ha ve  g i v e n  a  wo rd  m ea n i n g  o r  a  s e n t en ce  se n se ,  whi l e  in  

f a c t  we  ha ve  f i l e d  to  pu t  t h em  in t o  re a l  u se  –  t h i s  i s  the  u l t i ma t e  o b j ec t i ve  

c r i t e r i o n .   

A l te rna t i ve l y ,  on e  m i gh t  th i n k  t ha t  we  gi v e  m ea n i n g b y ru le s  o f  

i n te rp r e t a t i o n ,  whic h  a s so c i a t e  a  ce r t a i n  me a n i n g (e . g .  a  c e r t a i n  ob j ec t )  

a n d  a  c e r t a in  wo rd .  I nde e d ,  m an y ha ve  t h us  u nd e rs t o od  t he  ‘p i c t o r i a l  

r e la t i on sh ip ’  (a b b i lde nd e  Be zi eh un g)  a n d  r u le s  o f  p ro j e c t io n  in  t he  

T rac t a t u s .  B u t  i f  th i s  we re  c o r re c t ,  Wi t t ge n s t e i n ’s  c l a im  tha t  we  ca n  f a i l  

t o  g i ve  m ea n i n g,  eve n  i f  w e  t h i nk  w e ha ve ,  wo u l d  ha ve  m a de  no  se n se .  

N e i t he r  wo ul d  h i s  c la i m  th a t  t he re  a re  n o  me a n in gfu l  u se le s s  s e n t enc e s .  I t  

i s  p r ec i se l y  t he  ‘P l a t on i s t ’  v ie w W i t t gen s te i n  a t t a ck s ,  b y  w h i c h  me an i n g s  

a re  ‘ t he re ’ ,  s i gns  a r e  ‘h e r e ’ ,  an d  th e y a re  c oup le d  to  c re a te  s y mb o l s ,  and  
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t o  ma ke  l a n gua ge  r ep re se n t a t io na l .  Bu t  t h i s  i s  a  “ m yt ho log i c a l ”  p ic t u re  

a t t ac ke d  a l re ad y i n  t he  T ra c t a t us .  T rac ta r i a n  ru le s  o f  p ro j e c t i o n  a r e  no t  

a s s i gn me nt  f u nc t i on s  o f  m o de l - th e o r y .  R a t he r ,  t he y  a r e  de te rm i n ed  o n l y  

b y  t he  u se  be in g ma de  o f  th e  s e n te nc es .  

 I t  i s  c l e a r ,  on  t h i s  p re se n t a t io n ,  t ha t  i n  c l a i m in g tha t  m ea n i n g i s  

g r o u nd e d  i n  use  “ th e  l a t e r ”  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  doe s  no t  b re ak  f rom  t he  p o s i t i on  

o f  t he  T ra c t a tu s ,  bu t  ra t he r  t ha t  a l re ad y  in  t he  T ra c t a t u s  W i t t ge ns t e i n  

h o l ds  t ha t  me an i n g i s  de e p l y  ro o te d  i n  use .  Th e  u se  i s  ex p re s sed  i n  th e  

‘ l o gi c ’ ,  o r  l o g ic a l  syn t a x ,  whi c h  W i t t ge n s te i n  c on s i de r s  a l l - im p o r ta n t .  Bu t  

i n  the  T rac ta t u s ,  t he  l o g i c a l  sy n t a x  i s  n o t  s e ve re d  f ro m  t he  use  a n d  

m ea n i n g o f  t he  s e n t en ce s  o f  a  l a n g ua ge ,  a s  som e  l o g i ca l -po s i t i v i s t s  a nd  a  

ve ne ra b le  t r ad i t i on  o f  in t e rp re t e r s  be l i e ved .  On  t he  c on t ra ry ,  i t  ex p re s se s  

t hem ,  a nd  i s  de t e rm i ne d  b y t he m.  Al l  t h i s  i m pl ie s  t ha t  use  e s t a b l i she s  t he  

m ea n i n g a n d  m o de  o f  s i gn i f i ca t i on  o f  an  e x p res s i o n ,  a nd  f u nc t i on s  i n  

de te rm in in g  t he  l a ngu a ge ’ s  ru l e s  o f  log i c a l  s yn t ax .  T ha t  i s  t he  re a so n  w h y 

u se  c a nn o t  go  a ga i n s t  t he se  ru le s ,  a nd  c an n o t  b e  wi t h o u t  s e nse .  

 

In t ra- l inguis t ic  and  Extra- l inguis t ic  Use:  Use  and  Rules  of  

Pro jec t ion  

I  ha ve  s p o ke n  o f  t he  “ in t ra - l i n gu i s t i c”  ch a ra c te r  o f  t he  T ra c t a t us  

c o nc ep t i o n  o f  m ea n i n g.  I n  t h i s  I  i n t e nd  m a i n l y  to  d i s s oc i a t e  t h i s  

c o nc ep t i o n  f ro m t he  “ re p re sen t a t i o na l” ,  o n t o lo g i ca l  c o nc ep t i o n  i n  wh ic h  i t  

i s  o f t e n  u nd e r s t o o d .  Bu t  t he  t e rm m a y be  mi s le a d in g a n d  nee ds  

q u a l i f i c a t io n .  A  sou rce  o f  c onf u s i on  i n  un d e r s t a n d i n g th e  c on ne c t i on  

be twe e n  u se  a nd  me a n in g i s ,  a s  re ma rk e d  a bo ve ,  t ha t  use  ca n  be  t a ke n ,  

e i t he r  a s  in t r a - l i n gu i s t i c  ( u sa ge ) ,  o r  a s  e x t ra - l i n g u i s t i c  (u se ) ,  i . e .  a n  

a c t ua l  ac t i v i t y  in  t he  wo r l d .  Co mm en ta t o r s  ha ve  c o ns i de r ed  t he  a m bi g u i t y ,  

o r  o b sc u r i t y ,  o f  t h i s  d i s t i nc t i o n  i n  Wi t t ge n s t e i n  to  b e  c ha r ac te r i s t i c  o f  h i s  

w r i t i n gs  i n  th e  3 0 ’ s ,  i n  wh ic h  th e  no t i o n  o f  use  i s  s om et im e s  e xp l i ca te d  in  

c o nne c t i o n  wi t h  a  use  i n  a  ga me ,  suc h  a s  c he s s ,  a nd  a t  o t he r  t i me s  i n  

c o nne c t i o n  wi t h  a  use  o f  a  t oo l .  The  for me r  no t io n  o f  use  i s  na t u r a l l y  

t a ke n  t o  be  i n t ra - l i n gu i s t i c ,  d e f i ne d  by  a  s e t  o f  r u l e s ;  t he  l a t t e r  n o t i on  i s  

t a ke n  a s  a n  ac t ua l  ac t i v i t y  i n  t he  wo r ld
10

.  
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 F ro m  wha t  ha s  b ee n  sa i d  in  t he  p re ce d i n g sec t i on s  i t  a ppe a r s ,  

t ho u g h ,  t ha t  a t  l ea s t  w i t h  re ga rd  t o  the  th e or y  o f  m ea n i n g o f  t he  

T rac t a t u s ,  t he  see mi n g l y  i n t r a - l i n gu i s t i c  n o t i on ,  a nd  th e  s e t  o f  l o g i co -

s yn t a c t i c a l  r u l e s  wh i c h  de f i ne  i t ,  a re  ba s i c a l l y  a n  ex p re s s io n  o f  th e  ex t r a -

l in g u i s t i c  n o t i on  o f  use ,  t he  ac tu a l  u se  o f  t he  l a n gua ge .  

Pr o po s i t i o n  3 .3 2 7  ma y se rve  t o  b r i n g  o u t  t he  d i f f i c u l t y :  

“ A s i g n  do e s  not  de ter mi ne  a  l og i ca l  f or m unle s s  i t  i s  t a ke n  to g e the r  

w i t h  i t s  l o g i co - sy ntac t i c a l  e mplo y me nt  ( Ver w endung )”  (3 . 3 2 7 ) .  

 

W ha t  i s  a  l o gi c o- s yn ta c t i c a l  e mp l o ym e n t ,  o r  u se?  I t  mi gh t  s ee m  a s  i f  t h i s  

i s  a n  ob v io u s  i n t ra - l i n g u i s t i c  t e rm ,  u n re la te d  t o  ac tu a l  u se .  I t  m i g h t  s e em  

t o  be  de f i ne d  b y t he  ru le s  o f  lo g ic a l  syn t a x ,  whi c h  de t e rm i ne  the  

l in g u i s t i c  c om p o s i t i on s  in  w hi c h  t he  s i g n  ma y be  p u t  i n  re la t i o n  t o  o t h e r s .  

P ro p o s i t i o n  3 . 3 ,  o f  w h i ch  t he  a bo v e  i s  a  com m e nt ,  a nd  w hi c h  s t a te s  t he  

F re ge a n  c on t e x t  p r inc i p le ,  m a y a l s o  be  u n de rs t o o d  in  t h i s  l i gh t .  I t  a l s o  

s e em s  t o  a cc o rd  w i t h  3 .2 6 3 ,  wh ic h  s t a t e s  th a t  e l uc i da t i on s  (E r l ä u te ru n ge n )  

e x p l a i n  th e  m ea n i ng  o f  p r i m i t i ve  s i gns .  

 B u t  th i s  s ee m s  wro n g .  For ,  wh a t  a r e  th e se  l i n gu i s t i c  c om p os i t i on s  i n  

w h i ch  t he  s i gn  m a y  b e  i nc o rpo ra t e d ,  an d  w ha t  de t e rm i nes  a nd  co ns t r a i ns  

t hem?  O n e  ma y a rgue  t h a t  t h i s  i s  th e  fu n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l o g i co - s yn t ac t i c a l  

r u l e s  o f  the  l a n gu ag e ,  muc h  l ike  th e  ru l e s  o f  c he s s  s e rv e  t o  d e t e rmi ne  t he  

p o ss i b l e  c om p os i t i o ns  o f  p i e ce s  o n  the  boa rd .  Bu t  eve n  i f  th i s  i s  i n de ed  a n  

a de q ua te  a c co u n t  o f  the  ga me  o f  ch es s ,  i t  i s  ce r t a i n l y  no t  a n  a deq ua te  

a cc o un t  o f  l an g ua ge .  Lo g i ca l  s yn ta x  i s  n o t  an  i n de pe nde n t  h i g h  au t ho r i t y  

i mp o sed  o n  o u r  a p p l i c a t i o ns  o f  l an g uag e  ‘ f rom  a b o ve ’ .  Ne i t he r  i s  i t  a  s e t  

o f  r u le s  a rb i t ra r i l y  s e t  b y  c o n ven t i o n .  Ra t he r ,  t he  lo g ic a l  s yn t ax  o f  a  

l a n g ua ge  i s  a  re g u l a t e d  e xp res s i o n  o f  t he  a c tua l  u se  o f  i t s  s e n te nc e s .  Th i s  

i s  t he  g i s t  o f  Wi t t ge n s t e i n ’s  re m a rk s  t ha t  “ log ic  ta ke s  c ar e  o f  i t s e l f” ,  a nd  

t ha t ,  i n  a  s e nse ,  on e  c ann o t  b e  mi s t ake n  i n  l o g ic .  One  can n o t  be  mi s ta ke n  

i n  lo g ic  bec a use  l og i c  –  t he  l o g i c o - s yn t a c t i c  r u l e s  –  c o ns t i t u t e s  me a n i n g.  

T o  t a l k  o f  mi s ta ke s  i n  l o gi c  w o ul d  m ake  se nse  o n l y  i f  m ea n i n gs  a re  

i nde pe n de n t  o f  t he se  l o g i ca l  r u le s ,  so  t ha t  t he  ru le s  d o  no t  ac co rd  wi t h  t h e  

m ea n i n gs ;  b u t  t h i s  i s  i m p os s i b le  whe n  t he  me an in g s  a re  s ee n  a s  

c o ns t i t u t ed  b y  t he  ru l e s .  An d  s i n ce ,  a s  we  ha ve  se en ,  t he  ru le s  ex p re s s  t he  
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u se  o f  th e  ex p re s s io ns  i n  t he  a c t ua l  u se  o f  l a n gu a ge ,  i t  i s  u se  t ha t  

c o ns t i t u t e s  me a n in g .  T hu s ,  wha t  c an  be  su pe r f i c i a l l y  s ee n  a s  a  m i s ta ke  i n  

u se  i s  e i t he r  a  ch ang e  o f  s ub j e c t -m a t t e r ,  o r  s e n se l e s s  wo rd in g.  

 Fu r t he rm o re ,  W i t t gen s te i n  f am ou s l y  d i s t i n gu i s he d  be t we en  wha t  i s  

s a i d  a n d  wha t  o n l y  “ s ho ws  i t s e l f ” .  To  see  h ow t h i s  pe r t a i n s  to  t he  m a t t e r  

o f  u se ,  n o t e  t ha t  “a  pr o pos i t i o n  s ho ws  i t s  s e nse  (4 . 0 22 )” , ”w ha t  ca n  be  

s how n ca nno t  be  sa i d”  (4 . 1 21 2 ) ,  a nd  t ha t  “ w ha t  s ig ns  fa i l  t o  ex pre ss ,  

the ir  a pp l i c a t i o n  (A nw e ndung )  s how s  (3 . 2 62 ) . ”  A  sen t e nce  i s  t he  s i gn  o f  

a  p ro po s i t i o n ,  so  t he se  s t a te m en t s  en ta i l  th a t  t he  s e nse  o f  a  s e n t e nc e  i s  

w ha t  i t s  ap p l i c a t i o n  s ho w s .  The  app l i ca t i on  o f  a  s e n te nce  sh o ws 

s om et h i n g a d d i t i ona l  t o  wha t  i s  s a id  b y  t he  s en te nce  i t s e l f .  An d  t h i s ,  I  

p ro p ose  a re  t h e  ru l e s  e x p re s s in g t h e  l o g i c o- s yn t ac t i c a l  em pl o ym e nt  o f  t he  

s i g n  (3 . 32 7 ) .  Th u s ,  t he  ru le s  a re  ro o t e d  i n  t he  a pp l i ca t i on  a nd  u se .  

 H o w i s  t h i s  b ro u gh t  a b ou t?  Ho w c an  an  ap p l ic a t io n  o f  a  se n t enc e  

s ho w i t s  s en se?  

 I  ha ve  e xp a nd e d  on  t h i s  ce n t ra l  i s sue  e l s ew h e re  an d  sha l l  n o t  re pe a t  

i t  he re ,  bu t  I  su gg es t  t he  ans we r  to  b e  e s se n t i a l l y  t h i s :  th e  use  o f  a  

p ro p os i t i on ,  i t s  ac t ua l  app l i ca t i on  f o r  de sc r ib i n g  a  s t a te  o f  a f f a i r s ,  

de te rm in e s  t he  ru le s  o f  p ro j e c t io n  (a s  w e l l  a s  th e  p o i n t  o f  p ro j e c t i o n ,  

f r om whi c h  a re  sp re ad  t he  l i nes  o f  p ro j ec t i o n  a cc ord in g to  t he  r u le s )  f r o m 

t he  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  t o  t he  p ro po s i t io n  p re sen t i n g  i t .  Thu s ,  i t  e s t a b l i she s  

t he  p i c t o r ia l  r e l a t io n sh i p  –  “ the  co rr e l a t i o ns  o f  the  p i c ture ’s  e le me nt s  

w i t h  t h i ng s  (2 . 15 14 )”  –  w hi c h  i s  i nc lu de d  i n  t he  p ic t u r e ,  an d  whic h  

m a ke s  i t  the  p i c t u re  i t  i s ,  a s  we l l  a s  a  p i c t u re  a t  a l l ,  a s  W i t t ge ns t e in  

e m ph as i ze s  in  2 . 1 5 1 3 .
11

 I t  t h us  a l s o  de te rm i n es  t he  s t r uc tu r e  o f  t he  

p ro p os i t i on  (2 .1 5 ) .  I t  i s  se e n ,  t he n ,  t ha t  t he  e l em en ts  o f  a  s e n t en ce -

p i c t u r e ,  the  co m po ne n t s  wh i ch  m a ke  so m et h i n g a  p ic tu re  o f  so me t h in g ,  

a n d  he nc e  a  p i c tu r e  a t  a l l ,  a re  r o o t ed  i n  t h e  a pp l i c a t i on ,  o r  use ,  o f  t he  

s e n te nc e - p ic t u re :  the  u se  de te rm i ne s  th e  ru l e s  o f  p ro j ec t i o n ;  t h e  s e nse  o f  

t he  s e n t e nc e ;  th e  p i c t o r ia l  r e l a t io n s h i p  b e t wee n  i t s  co mp o ne n t s  a nd  th ose  

o f  t he  s t a te  o f  a f f a i r s  i t  de p ic t s ;  th e  s t r uc t u r e  o f  t he  s e n t en ce  an d  t he  

m a nn e r  i n  w hi c h  i t  p r e se n t s  t he  s t ruc t u r e  o f  tha t  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .
12

 

 T h i s  i n t e rp re t a t i on  o f  t he  ro le  use  h as  i n  d e t e rmi n i n g th e  p r o j e c t i on ,  

a n d  he nc e  th e  s e n se ,  in  t he  T ra c ta t u s ,  f i n ds  so m e  c or ro bo ra t io n  i n  
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pa ra gra ph  5 1  o f  W i t t ge n s te i n ’s  Inv es t i g a t io n s .  He re  W i t t ge n s te in  r e f e r s  t o  

t he  l an gua ge - ga me  de sc r i be d  i n  §4 8 ,  wh i c h  c l o se l y  re se mb l e s  t he  

T rac t a r i a n  v ie w.  The  l a n gu a ge  ha s  fo u r  wo rd s ,  whi c h  a re  o rga n i ze d  i n  

s e q ue nce s  o f  n i ne  p la ce s  t o  de sc r ib e  c o mp os i t i on s  o f  co lo re d  sq ua re s .  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  a sk s  “w ha t  doe s  th i s  c orr e spo nde nc e  co ns i s t  i n?  [… ]  w ha t  

do e s  i t  me a n to  s ay  tha t  i n  the  pr a x i s  o f  l a ng uage  ce r ta i n  e le me nt s  

c orr e s po nd to  s i g ns ?”  I t  i s  p la i n  t ha t  i n  a  l an gua ge  ga m e  suc h  a s  t h i s ,  th e  

u se ,  t he  p ra x i s ,  i s  a l l - i mp o r t an t .  I t  i s  t he  p ra x i s ,  wh i c h  se t s  th e  

c o r re s po n de n ce  be t w e en  t he  s i gn s  an d  t h e  f e a t u re s  o f  th e  w o r l d  w hi ch  

c o ns t i t u t e  t he i r  m ea n i n g –  wha t  i s  t e rme d  in  t he  T ra c t a t us  t he  “ p i c t o r i a l  

r e la t i on sh ip ” ,  o r  ru le s  o f  p ro j ec t io n .  

C o nc l us i o n  

 T he  c onc e p t i on  o f  u se  in  t he  T ra c ta t u s ,  o f t e n  ne g le c te d  b y  

c o mm e n ta t o r s ,  i s  th e re fo re  o f  g rea t  co nse qu e nc e .  In  t he  T ra c t a tu s ,  a s  i n  

W i t t ge ns t e i n ’ s  l a t e r  wr i t i n gs ,  u se  i s  a t  t he  c o re  o f  t he  t he o ry  o f  m ea n i n g .  

I t  i s  s u f f i c ie n t  t o  gu a ra n t ee  s ense ,  a nd  w i th ou t  i t  a  s en t e nce  i s  de vo i d  o f  

s e n se ,  an d  i t s  p a r t s  l a c k  me an i n g s .  I t  co n s t i t u te s  t he  mod e  o f  

s i g n i f i c a t i on ,  w hi ch  m a k es  a  na m e ,  ind ee d  an y s ymb ol ,  w ha t  i t  i s .  The  

m a j o r  d i f f e re nc e  be t we en  t he  Trac ta tu s  a nd  W i t t ge n s t e i n ’ s  l a t e r  v i e w i s  

t he r e f o re  n o t  t ha t  the  fo rm e r  wa s  a  rep re se n t a t i o na l ,  on t o l o g i ca l l y - ba se d  

t heo ry ,  re p la c ed  l a t e r  b y  a  use -ba sed  co nc e p t i o n .  In  b o th  m e a n i n g  i s  

c o ns t i t u t ed  b y  u se .  Th e  d i f f e re nce  i s  ra t h e r  t ha t  i n  th e  fo r me r  

W i t t ge ns t e i n  be l i e ve d  t ha t  t he  m a i n  f ea t u r e s  o f  t he  u se  o f  a n  ex p re s s i on  

c an  be  ca p t u re d  an d  s ys te m a t i ze d  i n  a  s e t  o f  “ l o g i co - s yn t ac t i c a l  ru l e s”  –  a  

be l i e f  c r i t i c i ze d  and  a ba nd o ne d  i n  h i s  l a t e r  w r i t i n gs .   

O ne  im pl ic a t io n  o f  t h e  T ra c t a r ea n  co nce p t io n  i s  th e  i nco rp o ra t i o n  o f  

t he  su b j e c t  in t o  t he  a cc ou n t :  a  use  i s  so m eo n e’ s  use ,  a  use  o f  a  wo rd  b y  a  

c e r t a i n  sub j e c t .  Th i s  su b j ec t  i s  t he  p o i n t  o f  p ro j ec t i o n  f rom  a  s t a te  o f  

a f f a i r s  t o  a  s e n te nce ,  t he  p r o j e c t i o n  be i n g se t  b y  th e  s ub j ec t ’ s  u se  o f  t he  

s e n te nc e .
13

 

 S t i l l ,  c e n t ra l  a sp ec t s  o f  t he se  n o t i on s  o f  u se  and  su b j e c t i v i t y  re m a i n  

o b sc u re .  Use  i s  p r ese n te d  i n  the  T rac ta t us  i n  t he  so l i p s i s t i c  f ra me w o rk  o f  

a  s i n gl e  s ub j e c t .  I t  i s  a  ge n e ra l ,  a bs t rac t  a n d  s i m p le  n o t ion ,  a nd  d o es  n o t ,  

pe rha p s  ca nn o t  c onve y t he  d i ve rs i t y  o f  u se s  o f  wo rd s  a nd  se n t enc e s .  
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M o re o v er ,  th e  T rac t a r i a n  no t io n  o f  use  s e em s  t o  l ac k  a  no rm a t i ve  

d i me n s i on :  t he  que s t i o n  o f  t he  co r re c t ne s s  o f  a n  ap p l ic a t i o n  o f  a  ce r t a i n  

p h rase  i s  ne ve r  r a i s ed .  The se  i s s u es  a r e  up p e rmo s t  in  W i t t gen s te i n ’ s  

t ho u g h t  f r om  t he  3 0 ’ s  on wa rd ,  an d  se rv e  a s  t he  f oca l  p o i n t  t o  h i s  l a t e r  

c r i t i c i sm of  h i s  o wn pos i t i on s  i n  th e  T rac t a t us .  S t i l l ,  t he se  d i f f e re nce s  

a n d  de ve l op me nt s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  t he y a r e ,  ou gh t  no t  to  d i s t ra c t  us  f rom  

t he  f e a tu r e s  co mm on t o  Wi t t ge ns t e i n ’ s  e n t i re  oe u vre .  Ou r  c on ce rn  i n  t h i s  

d i s c u s s i o n  –  t he  r o l e  o f  use  i n  e s ta b l i s h i n g  m ea n i n g –  i s  a m o n g t he  m o s t  

i mp o r t an t .  
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t r a n s l a t i on ,  a n d  sp ea k  o f  o b j e c t s  a s  t h e  me a n i n g s  o f  n a m e s .  

2 
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